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(Detroit file 62-1126)

DETAILS: AT DETROIT, MICHIGAN

mfw Local Draft Board No. 10,

17t oor Cadillac Square Building, Detroit, stated that
GERALD LYMAN K. SITH of 1753 Seyburn, Detroit, was bom in Perdeeville,
Wisconsin on Fcbruery 27, 189€, He gave his occupztion as "preacher-radio
commentator", He is marrisd ard is employed by Thc Committee of Ome Million,

2001 Industrial Bank Building. On June 20, 1942, he had not yet bcen classified
under the Selective Service and Training Act.

. . W Post Office Department, Detroit,
advisad that from June 1), until Junc 25, 1942 the only rsturn address

noted on mai ceived thro Box 697, Detroit, Michigan was that

ofm

Detroit, Michigan, was interviewed
" Detroit and gave the following information:

He said he had previously conferred with Director HOOVER
and L. B. NICHOLS, Assistant Director, concerning a large group of preachers
and former preachers throughout the United States who are expressing seditious
views, He said thet the leader of ¢ who is most imstru-

mental in recruiti 5 of Chicago, Illinois.
Maid Wia a woman who has considerable appeal and
charm arnd she usua employs this asset to convert preachers so that
they will utter her propagandg which very closely parallels Nezi propaganda.
aid that ﬁattempted to recruit him but he said he was
ware of her attempt ond told her frankly that she had no chance of
succeeding. .
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At the conference it was

ired that an attempt was
at the University of Michiga
received £5,000,00 from

1ght.-hlan! man as well a

got ample money for all his expenses from

_ 't the last he heard of was that he had became a Major in tic
. Unit ed States Army.
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(Detroit file 62-1126)

_said that all o_cliq_ue have the

same method of Operating. They always have some campa:.gn with a popu.lar appeal
vhich enal to solicit cash contributions from large numbers of persons.
' uses  the Political Research Bureau of Chicago, Illinois;

an Antonio, Texas uses a Prohibition Platform; GERAID SMITH uses
ommittee of One Million, said that they account to no one for
the cash contributions they so receive and he believed that they do not report
this income properly to the United States Treasury Department ilins thelr
income tax returns with the Collector of Internal Revenue, ﬂsuggested
that the most effective way for the Federal Bureau of Investigation to scare

these people into being good Americans once more would be to openly irterview
+hom and demand an acenurt ine of tholir inecome He s3id he had formerly mde

WiIldU QW WUl Dl W VLY L e, WA Vidwdod wlad b el b P A R o mAR ASm Ten

this suggestion to Director HOOVER and Assistant Director NICHOLS.
gave the impression that he was a very close informant of Assistant Director
NICHOIS and had recently spent half a day with him discussing this situation.

that
she trice attended T E————_
She also boasted thet she weg fricndly with General FRANCO, Fascist leader of
Spain, “ said the meus ineredible stories about
Russiz and she has also told him G KAI-SHEK and all the Chinese

leaders were Communists, She also justified the Japanese aggression by saying

that the Jap werc projected into & wa ion by reason of over
population, ﬁsald thet all of crowd preach the same
lineg of pmpagan a, & ack:mg the sdministration, eriticizing any alliance
[ o T S T, n mmed 211 AP bl P imes A Fovendenbd

H.I.Lﬂ ‘Hlt: HDHGJ.::LJ.C WOLUNWMIL LD LS UJ. nj.bbm il add W CHOL 44dvUl Ui o Vollldid won

of the war by negotiating a peace and appeasing the Axis Powers,

| Fsam thet GERALD SMITH admitted to him thet he
had great financial backing from leading industrialists in Detroit, Michigan

to fight Communism. SMITH tolcmthat the United States is ultimately
going to become either & Fascis e or ¢ Communist state and all

necded to defeat Communism was good leadership, SMITH told
2 fool far not getting in for some of this Anti-Communist money.

was uwnable to recall the mames of any specific financial supporter of SMITH
except the senloﬂ SIIITH also complained to privately about
the alleged contro e United States by Jews ard said that he intended

to fight it. SMITH boasted t that the American people were merely

looking for a leader and he as o be a d € people when the
United States would become a Fascist state.TF describes SMITH as
having the same delusion of grandeur as SMI ormer boss HUEY LONG.

SMITH also bragged that business men are looking to him as their spokesman
to cambat Communism and see thet the United States would become Fascist
rather than Communist, ' '
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: said that he had ne docume'ntary proof of any
of the activities of (ERAID SMITH, or any of that crowd.
He explained that his understanding of thelr program was gained merely by

observat ion,

het SMITH is con-
of Ford

but he is almost alweys
confronted with who accepts messages far
and delivers messages from Thelr usual conversation is merely
as to whether there is any news and the usual answer is that there is no news,

tinuously attempting to contac
¥otor Company,

SKITH hes continued o contact CHARIES AUGUSTUS-LINDEERGH
d Motor Company and on July 10, 1942 SMITH took

with him to 2 conference, vhich he
veral hours n'l' Dearborn Tn‘n’ Desrhborn.

pF =) el ULy

Michigan. SDEClal Ag=nt—c0nddf‘tec‘ a surveillence and observed
that SMITH and his wife were ariven up to Dearbo>m Inn and went into 2 private
room and left several hours later, { RIES LINDBERGH
himself but it was reliably reportec R e Gl the ¢ the

- G o oportca e ST
has distributed upon speciol reauest & copy of ELIZAEETH DILLING'S book "The

Red Network!,

nfurther stated that on
July 11, 1942 ontiac, Michigan told SMITH that
tour friend" from the southwest was rumorcd to be arrested in northern Cali-
fornia and placed 'in 2 concentration cemp. He toldhthat "our friend"
mey be out on 3 confidential mission and he should not worry.

In accordence with Bureau letter dated June 20, 1942,
the writer telephonically contacted Subject and requested him to appear at
the Detroit Ficld Office for en interview by lir, BUGAS and the writer concern-
ing the alleged nlot which Subject reported to Attorney Genecral BIDDIE. At
2:30 P, on July 7, 1942, SIITH was interviewed by Special figent in Charge
JOHN S, BUGAS end the writer in the office of the Special Agent in Charge.
The interview lasted until 3:20 P.M, and Subject was esked to give all the
informaticn in his posscssion concerning the alleged plot which he rcported to
the Attorney General, Persistent attempts werc made to confine Subject to
this limited scope but he furnished practically no faets which were not already
known to the Bureau, In short, he stated thet he was visited by Mr.

N{LIE, Associate Editor of the Americen Mercury magazine, which is largely owmed
’ by reputable Jewishpersons. HUIE told SIITH thet he wanted infarmation so that

-4 -
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(Detroit file 62-1126)

he could write a story about SMITH for American Mercury magazine and he
explained to SMITH that it wouldn't be entirely complimentary but SIITH under-
stood that "it had to be that way". SMITH invited HUIE, who impressed him as
a sincere, conscientious young man of about thirty years, out to his house for
luncheon, In the midst of a discussion, which, of course, centered about
SMITH, HUIE'S expression changed and he asked SMITH if he really knew how
vicious his enemies were, When drawn out, HUIE elaborated thet in getting
. material for his stary, he had interviewed officers of the Jewish Anti-Nazi
League in New York City, New York and Reverend L. M. BIRKHEAD'S Friemnds of
Democracy., SMITH explsined thet HUIE was favorably received by these two
S organizations since it was known that he represented the American Mercury
v 4 magazine, wvhich was largely controlled by Jews, At this point, SMITH went
. into & harangue of Reverend L, M, /BIRKHEAD, whom he accused of being an in-
sincere ex-preacher who found it profitable to pretend to protect wealthy
Jewish people from Anti-Semitic attacks, SMITH then corntinued thet he was't
sure whether HUIE got the story of the alleged plot from the Jewish Anti-Nazi
-~ Leaguc or from Friends of Democracy, but knowing Reverend BIRKHEAD he &assumed
o= that HUIE got the stary froam Friends of Democracy. He admitted several times

that he was not sure that this was the source of HUIE'S information. SMITH

was unable to name any person in Detroit, who was to participate in the plot

and merely repested infarmetion thet was already known to the Bureau and the
Department thet within ten days after his interview with HUIE, said enemies

of his plamed to locete erms and ammunition in the homes of certain Detroiters,

the Federal Bureau of Investigetion was then to become anonymously involved

by being tipped off to raid these homes and the occupants would then say that

: they were friends of GERAID SMITH, HENR¥-ERD, FATHE&-G-OUGHLIN,— b7e
; and any of the real leaders of Detroit,

) i SMITH s2id he deemed it necessary to act quickly in thet
f 1 situation and that is why he Ied to expose the plot over the radio tlet
following Sunday. He said he felt that this exposure either broke up the plot
or more likely made tle conspirators lie in wait for some later opportunity
to smear SMITH'S reputation.

During this interview the writer did not speak et all
but 211 the questioning was done by Special Agernt in Charge JOHN &. BUGAS,
who exerted a continuous effort to gain further pertieculsars about the alleged
; plot from the Subject ard also to confine Subject's dlscuss:.on to this alleged
e plot nevertheless SMITH frequently referred to his viclous enamies who would
- do anything to harm him and he gave numerous examples of his need to defend

himself,

' SHITH presented Mr, BUGAS with ors copy of "The%ross and
the Flag" for June, 1942 and ome copy of "The Cross aml the Flagh" for Mey,
1942, He submitted a five-pege typewritten composition entitled "Common Lies
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About GERALD L. K, SMITH", which is as follows:

"Lie Number 1 - His name used to be SCHMIDT.

"Answer: His name has always been SMITH, and the SMITH side of Iis
family are all English, '

"Lie Nuiber 2 - He was run out of the ministry,

"Answer: He yesigred voluntarily es pastor of one of the largest
: churches in the South, Is now a member in goad starding of
the Christian Church in Pontiac, Michigan, where he frequertly
fills the pulpit,

"lie Nuber 3 - He is 2 Democrat, -

"Answer! The SYITH family have zlways been Republicans., It is imposs-
ible to be a2 Republican in Louisiana, where Mr, SHITH lived
for a few years, beceause the Republican Party les not been
on the louisiana ticket - except in Presidential elsctions -
for more than 25 years, There just is no Republican Party
in Louisiana,

"ILie Nurber 4 - He is discredited.

"Answer: Among the meny organizations that GERALD L. K. SMITH hae
addressed recertly are the following: Detroit Advertising
Club, Executive Club of Chicago, Optimist Club of Detroit,
Lions Club of Detroit, State Corwertion of the Daughters of
the American Revolution of Ohio, State Corwention of the
Chiefs of Police for the state of Michigan (he was irtroduced
by Captain DOX LEONARD, now in charge of Home Defense) and,
literally, scores of octher getherings representing every
faith emd every walk of life,

"Lie Nutber 5 = He hates the foreigners,

"Answer: Both the father end mother of Mrs. SMITH were immigrants who
came to America from Denmark. He believes thet a2ll foreigners
who come to fAmerica should become real Americams, and the
moment they became citizens they should put America first in
every t hought ,

"Jie Number 6 - GERALD SMITH is rich,




(Detroit file 62-1126)

"Answer: He owns no property. His debts exceed the few little
personal possessions which ke has, If he were to die, the
only protection his wife would have would be ¢ modest
insuramce policy.

"Iije Nunber 7 = He is pro-Fascist.

"Answer: . As chaimen of the Committee of 1,000,000 he carricd to
Weshington a petition bearing 1,000,000 sigretures, asking

* : Corgress to outlaw Fascism and Naziism, These petitions

were presconted by United States Senator ARTHUR H. VANDENEERG,

"lie Number 8 - He is 2 Communist.,

"inswer: The same petition which called on Congress to outlaw Fascism
and Naziism callsd on Communism,

i

"lie Number 9 - GERAID SMITH is unpetriotic.

vinsver: iir. SMITH says he 1s willing to nave this question amswered
by Mr. HERLAN LUHRS, Stete formander of the /fmerican Legion.

lie Number 10— (ERAID SMITH is 2 rabble rouser amd e renegade.
"Answer: Recently, he wes invited ‘o address the New York Advertising

Club by its President, Mr. LOVELL THOMAS. Do renegades get
such invitations?

"Answer: The money used by Mr, &'ITH comes from the contributions of
his followers, who are 211 good Americans, Ninety-cight per
cent of th: contribut ions he has received thus far for his
campzign has come from people glving $10.00 or less,

; ( lie Number 11- H¢ gets his money from a myaterious source,

STV

"Tie Number 12- GERLLD SMITH is anti-~Semitic,

nlnswer: He answers this by saying that if any pérson ¢an find a
written or public utterance he hes ever made against any
race or any creed, he will retire from public life,

nie Nurber 13- His "CHRIST FIRST" slogen is used for political purposes.,

"Answer: He com:s from fouwr genecration
him to exelt the name of CHRIST
the world.

ST T e
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(Detroit file 62-1126)

nLie Number 14—~ He was a part of the corrupt HIEY LONG machine,

"Answer: As e minister of the Gospel, he was invited by Senator
IONG'S family to deliver the funeral oration over his grave.
The convicted criminals of the so-called HUEY LONG organiz-
ation now in the penitentiary were all Roosevelt New Dealers.
They deserted the HUEY LONG organization ard went over to the
New Deal party. WNo real HUEY LONG man who was a friend of
HUEY LONG before his death and after his death has ever been

convicted of any crime,

"Lie ¥umber 15- He is ageinst the war effort,

ninswer: Before Pearl Harbor, BO% of the American people were against
our entrance into a foreign war, SMNITH was one of the
leaders of this 80%, Since Pearl Harbor, 99% of the American

' people have given themselves wholeheartedly to the war effart,

GERAID SMITH is one of these, It is his conviction that
HITLZR'S best friends in America &re the boondoggling bureau-
erats in Washington who would rather keep their New Deal
political mechine together thon to win the war, The firss
plank in tis platform for the Senate is - "100% Suppart for
the War Effort."

"Tie Number 16~ He is a Silver Shirt,

"Answers In 1933, the so-czlled 'Silver Shirt' organization was headed
by YWILLIAY DUDIF¥SRIIEY, who called his arganization "The
Christian Militia," SMITH was urged to become 2 part of this
movement. He studied it for one month, and in August, 1933,
in 2 lengthy letter to FELIEY he repudiated the whole scheme.
This letter is now a matter of record. Thus he condemned
PELLEY!S orgenization in 1933, He '&s not seen PELIEY or mad
any contact with any 2gert of the PELIEY organization in the
nine years since he condemned the Silver Shirts,

"lie Number 17- He is & lunatic and an erratic personslity.

the University of Minnesota and the Yale Club of New York
City. Aftzr he hed addrcssed the Press Club of Viashington,
the most outstanding organization of newspzper men in America,
» MARRSSULLIVAN, the eminent writer far the New York
Trlbune said - 'CE)RAID SMITH is the greatest orator on the
Amcrican platform, He combines the best quelities of WILLIAM

C "Answers: Recert 1y, he has been irwited to address Harvard University,

-8 -




(Det.cit file 62-1126 )

"lie Number 18-

tAnswer:

"lie Nunber 19-

"Answer:

"Lie RNumber 20-

MAnswer:

"Lie Number 21-

"Answer:

"Lie Number 22-

tAnswor:

JENNINGS BRYAN, BILLY SUNDAY and L4 FOLLETTE, the Senlor.®

He 1s against organized Labor,

He is an honorary member of thirteen Labor unions becewse
of his loyal friendship for organized Labor, He has be-
lieved far years thet the Comunist Party hea conspired to
take over orgenized Labor., Therefore, he has faught
Communism in government, education and other phases of our
national life,

He is a Southern thill-billy!',

Wiscorsin is his native state, While pestor of & large
Indianapolis church, Mrs, SMITH was taken seriously ill.
The pine woods atmosphere of northem Loulsiana was
prescribed for her recovery, When the SMITHS went South,
they expected to return North, which they did. The whole
SMITH family has a background of Nortlem traditiorn, Mr,
SMITH'S grandfather on his motherts side ard his uncles on
his father's side served heroically with the Upion ammy
during the Civil War.

He is a pacifist ard & slaeker,

Yhen the last war ended, he was 20 years old, Though
exempted because he was a theological student, he refused
to eccept the exempt ion, enlisted, and was on his way to
Camp Fremont, Californis, wien the war ended.

He is livirng with ks seond wife,

GERAID SMITH has been married bt onec, His loyal wife
was ELEANOR SORENSON, On the 21st of June the SMITHS
celebrated thedr Twentieth Wedding Addniversary. They
have ore son, age 18, and they have aided in the education
of five children not their own,

He is an opportunist,
Although he has spoken before many different kimis of
orgenizations, representing all phases of opinion, he will

never accept an invitation fran any orgenization which asks
him to compromise his convictions,

-9 -
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He invites the piwb lic to underline one sentence in anything
he les ever spoken or written tlet did not prove to be
basically sound. To illustrate, when he amounced his
candidacy for the United States Serete, he promised tires
for everybody. This was branded as demagoguery. But a

: few weeks later, the most eminent scientist in America

} armounced that with 5% of ow com crop we could produce all
i the rubber America could use.

"lie Number 24— He is the head of a secret organization.

- ftAnswer: No person associasted with GERAID SMITH is bowd by secrecy,
‘_3. = 1 and he freguently says thet any person associated with him
A is free to tell everything he knows atout the Committee of
: : 1,000,000 and his activities.

- "1ie Number 25- He is 2 hypoerite.

"Answer: Every person who has ever worked for Mr, SMITH or aroud
him will sey that his enthusiasm over his comvictions is
just as irtense in his persomal life 2t home 25 when he
enunciztes his beliefs in public,™

K SMITH submitted 2 lctter dated March 26, 1942 which he had

“:’ - written to Attorney Generel BIDDLE arguing for freedom of the press, freedom of
F 1 speech, which is as follows:

fMarch 26, 1942

- "The Hon., FRANCIS J. BIDDIE
Attorrey Gereral of the United States
Weshington, D. C.

',_.l_ ‘ "Dear Mr, BIDDIE:

"he attached clipping is self-expleratary. As you
will observe, Messrs, PEARSON ard ALLEN pose as semi-official
spokesmen for you 2nd the President. They serve notice onme in this
column thet you have been ordered by tle President of the United
States to crack doan on GERAID L, K. SMITH., In the first place, 1
don't believe it. I think tte story is a fabrication - but the
purpose of this letter is to interpret briefly the sort of damage thet

- 10 -
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I think such stories do to the present war effort.

"] am head of ‘an organization with 3,000,000 con~
stituents in forty-eight states, bt meinly in five middle westem
states. It is no secret thmt I belong to that political faction
which has, since 1932, been bitterly ant i-ROOSEVELT. As you of
course know, I was with HUEY LONG when he was shot., I was one of
_several who sat in on the negotiations wlen very shocking agreements
were reached between certain Louisiana politicans ard certain
governmental of ficials. As you know, this negotiation lms been fre-
quertly referred to as the "Second Louisiana Purchase", It has now
_ become almest an open secret that certain immunities were offered in
' - this conference which, in my mind, were positively scandalous and
un-American. Others who sat in this conference became rich and
powerful, I was the only ore who refused to go along with the ‘'deal!,

L "This experience, plus many untceld facts behina
B the essassination of HUEY LONG, of course embittered me.

"I spoke to 72,000 people Election Eve, 1936, in
New Orleans, I spernt Election Day in jail -~ was held incommunicado
R because I had violated an old Napoleonic code ruling, forbidding
anyone to speak in the open after midnight. I had spoken from 9:00
to 12:15, Dwing this time I gave these humble people rather e
detalled description of whet had happened, plus a prophesy of what
was about to happen. '

"Turning my back upon the cdrrupt. opportunities
that were of fered me in Louisiana, I proceeded, though penniless,
to build a follcming which has now been acccmplished. I have passed

Ll Lrwy A
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Prior to the Pearl Harbor incident, I was & collaborator with the
most respected erd prominent isolationists, inclwding NYE, REYNOLDS,
VHEELER, LINDZERG ard othlers, I attach lerewith 2 copy of the first
address I made aftcr the Decleration of War., Simce Pezrl Herbor, I
E have taken as the precedent for my behavior the conduct of those

! i British stetesmen who fezl frec to criticize men ard policies, while
i : at the sam time, pledging thcir loyalty to the war effort., Every

t H Gallup Poll, dealing with tXe subjct and the votirng record of tle
p.o-d Congressional delegation within the arez influcnced by owr organiz-
- ] ation proves that this is thec most isolationist area in America,
B

while at the same timc, we have a rare and healthy type of patriotic
loyalty. A study of Incame Tax collections for this aree, Red Cross
drives, etc, reveals thet we erec at the top of the list in prompitness
of payment, volume of sales, etc,

- 1] -
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"More than 50 000 members of the C,I.0. in Detroit
are affiliated with my Comm.ttee. A survey would demonstrate that
these people ere the consistent workers ard the mast conscientious
producers in this city,

"0f course, the Reds are nosw whooping it up for the
war, but & study of their factional following will demonstrate that
their loyalty to the praluction program has been the most spotted of
all, I frequertly advise my people to give generous cooperation to
all the humsnitarian and civil defense enterprises. In a meeriyg of
one thousard leaders this week I urged everyone of them to become wir
raid wardens, No motier who has ever written to me, expressing the

-sadness of her heart over the absence of her son, has ever been

encouraged to be embittered. On the contrary, I have always reminded

such motle rs t.hat it is an honor for them to be able to give a son to
their country in defense of the Stars emd Stnpes.

"Please remember, Mr, BIDDIE, that I am writing this
letter because I believe you to be a man of substance and philosophi-
cally inclined - enough so to be realistic, Yes, I am an irreconcilable
leader of the loyal Opposition. I expect to be very active in the
coming Congressional campaigns, I expect to critiecize domestiec policies,
including boondoggling, partisanship in the war effort, and numerous
other political praectices in YWashington end elsewhere, w:.th WhchI
conscientiously and patriotically disagree, Now, you and your coor-
dinetes have two cowrses whieh you can follow, You can follow the
course which, up until this time, you apparently have followed in
dealing with the irreconcileble opposition which, though opposed to
politicel policies, is loyal to the war effort, On t.he other hand,
you can follow the course of the extremists. But, remember, thmt
deep in the sub-conscious mind of our people is an overwhelming
agreement with what we are seying. Even right in the Govemmert in
Washington I have man clandestine friends who admit that they agree
with my philosophys; Although I have always condueted myself 8S a
patriot and & Christian, perhaps if you hold over me the microscope
of prejudice am political persecution, you can find some technicality
which can wound me, smeer me, and eventually imprison me.

"Should you follow this course, you would find in my
heart the spirit of the martyr end the sezcrificial attitude of the
crusader, let me remind you that I have been tested as by fire, The
same gun that was drawn on HUEY IONG was pointed toward me, and by
the measure of a split second the killer was killed before he could
pull the trigger,
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"As for money and power, every offer that could be
made to & man has been made to me by the spokesmen far the present
administration, 1 mresume no man in Washington is more familiar
with my crusading courage tlmn Mr, JOSEPH KEEMNAN, who was the first
Assistant Attorney Gereral under Mr. CUI}IYGS, If, however, your
natural attitude toward tle 'GERAID SKEITHS! of America is overruled,
I shall be only too happy to let my misfortune ard pain amd loss of
liberty symbolize and emphasize and personify the fact that something
serious has happened in Americes, which only greet szcrifice can
correcct, Here is Detroit, the Arsensl of America, the home of three
nations1ly known isolationists - HENRY FORD, FATHER COUGHLIN and
T GERAID L, K. SMITH. At thiswriting, it is rather reliably rumcred
that Xy, LIMDEERGH is coming to live in Detrcit., We four have no
organic connection, I have not telked to FATHER COUGHLIN for nearly
six years, but the combinesd following of these four men in this arca
is suwh tlet I believe that any program of persecution thet might. be
released on any one of us by any agency of the Government would
result in making literally millions of good patriotic Americans sad
o and disillusioned,

%"Eerly in the war I wrote a letter to the Office of
Civilian Defense offering to do enything that they considered wise
in helping to intcrpret the needs of ow nation in this terrible
erisis to my 3,000,000 bitterly isolationist constituents. A1l I
received was a form,

. ' "If I were running this war amd knew 2 political
S, aenemy who had 3,000,000 followers, I would send somsbody to see him

}) : in order that he might be utilized constructively in helping to brirg
B about national unity. But, no instead of thet we get gossip and
et .

smear and vicarious and direct persecution through the grapevine
route of such scendal-mongers as PEARSON and ALIEN,

"Of coursc, if you end your superious want 'rubber-
stemp! and spiheless sgreerent with everything you do, whe ther it
" be right or whether it be wrong, cven though it involves political
rackcteers, boondoggling erd Comunist propaganda -- if you want
thet froam me, you are not going to get it, I would rather lose my
llberty inside 2 pr:.son well, suﬁ'uring to regaln it, than to

'

5
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olf-fashioned Americen courcge to fight for it, The words of
PLTRICK HENRY still sound good to me - !Give me l:berty, or give me
death,!

"I have # son, eighteen, ready to accept the cell,

-13 -




e s W [P UV SE U S L St SO SRR TR L PP e ne g e

. : Y 7)-.,.:_“2 y

(Detroit file 62-1126)

Not one thing will be said by me to discourage him from giving
everything he ms to the winning of this war., I don't propose,
however, to mix my loyelty to the war effort with & set of propa-
ganda schemes now being opportunized on by numerous presumptuous
individuals who seem to have altogether too much influence over our
nat ional policy. If my son is willing to die in Iceland or on the
English Channel, thet doesn't mean to me that he must swallow the
"Union Now" propaganda. If it seems to be wise military strztegy
; to collaborate with the Russia Army, that doesn't mean thet I have
! to be bulldozed by a set of Detroit Reds amd Communists who did
P everybhing trey could to paralyze industry while STALIN was in bed
- vwith HITIER, and are now doing everything they can to sabotage
- industrial leadership under the cloak of the war effort,

"I am serding you under separate cover a copy of
our néw magazine THE CROSS AND THE FLAG. There are many things in -
this magazine with which youwill disagree., In my opinion, there
is nothing in it disloyal to the war effort. If so, would you
please point it out to me. The purpose of this letter is not to
ask any favors of the Attorrey General's office. A realistic
studert of natiomel affairs, as I believe you to be, will see in
this letter a constructive motive - no boot-licking, of course, but
a sincere eppraisal of a state of mimi which not only exists in
frerica, but exists in large quentities, There are millions of us.

"Please tell your coordinates aml your superiors
to test us with 2 cold-blooded bid for our money, our blood, ocur
time amd owr comforts in behalf of the war effort, Tell them to
ask us for these things separate from propaganda, political philoso-
phies, partisan politics ard Congressioral campaign strategy. Tell
them to challerge our people to rise and die far America, and con-
trast our response with the Communistic boot-lickers who are oppor-
tunizing on the war effort 25 a charce to wourd and paralyze us,
L their worst potential foes. Don't forget thet Sergeant YORK was
i opposed t o the last war. Suppose he had been handled lile some
people went my pecple handled,

et

i "You mey not like everything in this letter, but
- it will be a lorg time before you receive one containing mare
sincerity and genuine patriotism,

"Yours truly,

"GIXS:U "GERAID L. K. QMITH"
mbe
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(Detroit £ile 62-1125)

SMITH also submitted a press release of his dated
April 29, 1942 in which he set forth an open letter to Attorney General BIDDIE
asking whetle r YVALTER WINCHELL should be allowed to create the impression tiet
he is tle vanguard voice of the Depsrtment of Justice, which is set forth
below:

"Press Release - ' , "Detroit, Mihigan

Committee of 1,000,000 April 29, 1942
Detroit, Michizen Immediate Ielease

MERLD L. X, SITTH WRITES OPEN IZTTER TU ATTORMEY GENERAL BIDDIE
FELATIVE 70 WALTER VIINCHELL,

"Only too happy to appear before any recognized
agencfr of the fGoverrment,¥ says SWITH.

"Below is an exact copy of an open letter GERALD L.
K. SUITH wrote to the Attorrey Genera” of the United States today:.

"The Hon. FRABCIS J. BIDDIE
ntoorney Gereral of the United States
Washington, 2. C.

ear Mr. BIDDIE:

"On Sunday night, April 26, in his regular weekly
troadcast, Mr, VALTER WINCHELL announced that I was to be called
before & Federal Grand Jury nov sitting in Vashington, D, C. Mr.
YINCHELL said thet I was next on the list, He allowed the °
impression to go oW that I would be questioned concemirg the
Christian magazine THE CROSS AMD TH FLAG, of which I am the editor.

"On Moiday, April 27, the Detroit Free Press carried
a special dispatch fron its bureau to the effeet that the Depertment
of Justice was ouoted as saying that they had no knowledge of any
plan to call me to "ashington,

%45 you perhaps know, }Mr, BIDDIE, I have made myself
£ student of subversive activities for many years, and I welcome
any ard 211 opportunities thet may come to me to appear before any
committee or department or agaey of the Govemment seeking to
benefit by any knowledge that I have at my comand concemirng these
enemies of America,

- 15 -
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(Detroit file 62-1126)

"I write this letter, however, for the purpose of
inquiry. 1Is it the policy of the Deprrtment of Justiece, or eny of
its egencies, to give advance informetion to YALTER WINCHEIL and
other gossip columnists concerning its proposed zcetivities? Do you
cons ider it just for the impression to go ow over America that Mr,
YINCHELL has some sort of an inside track of informtion conceming
the proposed sactivities of your Department?

"Furthermore, I suggest to you, Mr, BIDDIE, that Mr.
WINCHELL and other gossip columnists have aided in the creation of
Lo the impression that to be celled before a Federal Grand Jury is
: i Yoo ) dishonoreble, As you and cvery lawyer in America knows, a Grand
| Jury could not function if it did not have thec opportunity to obtain
informtion fram the innocent end tie honorable end the intelligent
patriotic citizen, as well as the sus pected criminal,

PRv——

SR "I am not disturbed wvcr any thought of being called

P to “Iash:lngton by any derertment of the Govermment, / thorough

E : investigation of my activitics will reveal thet a list of my
supporters in Detroit will reed like a duplicate list of contributors
to the Community Chest fromthe top to the bottom,

"The thing that humiliates m= is thet a disrcputable
scandalmorger like VW.LTER WINCHELL, who has served his Journalistic
epprenticeship in the night clubs of New York, should be 2llared to
create the impression over thr radio that he = YIALTER WINCHELL - is
thc vanguard veice of tle Depertment of Justice,

1], therefore, request of you, Attomey Gerzral BIDDIE,
that you issw & statement to the netion describing amd defining the
activities of a Federal Grand Jury as it relates to the guilty end
the innocent, and thet you make clear to the people thst which we
already know, namely - that Mr, YWALTER WINCEELL and his tklant! of
gossip journal ists have no inside track with the Depe rtment of Justice.

"Sincerely,

i
i
P

——

- ®GLXS/U "GERAID L. K. SMITH.™

Llso spoke sbout the recent accusztion of the City Council
of Clevelamd on the proposcd resolution to prevent GERAID L. K, SMITH from
. using the municipal auditorium, SMITH submitted 2 copy of the speecitcs which
2 , he delivered before the City Council of Clevelamd on Jure 24, 1942 sgainst the
resolution, which is being retained in the files of the Detroit Field Office,.
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He also submitted the first and secord pages of the
Cleveland Plain Dealer for June 25, 19,2, which contained a description of
tte meeting before the City Council, at which the resclution to forbid SIITH
from speaking in municipal auditorium was defeated as 2 result of the oppos-
ition of "more than & hundred shoutine merbers of the United Mothers of
America and the Committee of 1,000,000 ard ot her supportors of GERAID L. K.
SVITH"., This also is being retained in the files of thc Detroit Field Office,

SYITH also submitted an undated letter, which he issued
his political camnaign for the Office of United States
ate

P L | -t o] LR PIaee P R F o SN

Ol 11CI Lgan and inasrmuch as this letter contains some

Q

(= LT

statements wvhich are as radical as enything admitted by SMITH it is reproduced
h

"IET IT BE UNMDERSTOOD that the writer of this letter, like
all patriotic Americans, considers thet no sacrifice is
too great in arder that the war effort be supported 100%.
If to win the war requircs poverty, bankruptcy, bloodshed,
of course we are 211 willing to pay that price, The

writer is ettempbing to brine out in this letter the

t emiep, W M Ligs MRV -t e

argument that every time we close, an industry or cripple
an independcnt enterprise or destroy the profitable
activities of any group of owr citizens, it must be done
with tke thowht in mind thezt rulings effecting these
conditions zre to be only temporary. If I go to the
United Statcs Scnate, I propose to fight for all provisions
which will restore our Amcrican way of life armd protect
independent enterprise after the war., The reader of this
letter surely knows that a certain Communistic clique in
ashington is sttempting to make ell these programs of
wartime rogiment ation permanent,

LRt T ity <
"y dear friend:

"This is = long but interesting lotter from GERAID
L. K. SMITH. :

"I wonder if you can see thx handwriting on the wall,
Inasmuch as you arc an intelligent busincssman, I am copnfident that
you can., Ve are faced with a danger in this country of complete
regimentation - not the ordinery and Justifiable wartime yegimentation,

but a form of bureaucratic rcglmentatlon vhich is & sort o 2 cross
butween Fascism and Communism.

"EARL, BROWDER has just been relessed from the Federal
Penitentiary, This No, 1 Communist has been attempting to overtirow
-17 -
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owr government for twenty-five years, His agonts here in Detroit
have so thoroughly sabotaged industry in the past, ard are so
infiltrated into our industry at this very moment, thet if HITIER
and ST/LIN should happen to make up &grin == I dubt seriously if
many of Detroitt's important industries could operate, Youwill
recall when EARL BROVDER was sentenced to the penitentiary, the
Communist party weas cooperating with HITIER; amd thcir owtstanding

Pl Xalal-ror] i s e 213 Do TADRY DRTIWVTE _ wawe Andrnes 211 $horr
DU\JUED“’ - J—Lm Ull‘a aJ—Lcll IWH’ AUV DILAWAILG = Aol ou-‘lE kA Wiy

could to paralyze shipping and menufacturing.

"ellwinformed cbservers tell me that a Communistically-
: : inclined brain trust operating in Washington is detemined to take
b j advantage of the war emergency to produce a form of regimentation
' ' which cannot be discortinued after the war is over, These bureau-
crats, influenced by Communists, who in some instances are Communists
themselves, are determined to destroy the entire profit system.

"4 Communist revolution rests on three basic principles:

l. Destroy the profit system,

2. Transfer management from owrership to labor.

3. Liquidate the middle class by {a) encouraging the monopolies
which can casily be taken over by the Govermment, ard (b)
putting the little manufacturer, the middle man amd the little
businessmen out of business thro lgh Federal rulings, red tape
and priorities,

. ‘ _ "A1l over }.Eichigan, and Michigan is no different from
', . any other state in the Union, little indeperdent manufacturers and
( businessmen are belng ruthlessly destrcyed without any provision

beine made for their protection, withowt anv insursmce hn"nﬂ pro-
¥ mace Ior thelr protefiion,; Withowl an ¥

vided against their complete bankruptcy and destruction, The

priority rulings alone will bankrupt 17,90 middle-class businessmen
in the Detroit area within the next twelve months,

| "Michigan's second largest industry, the towrist trade,
i will very likely be destroyed this summer by the exercise of prior:.tles
| and rationing rules.

"Michigants first largest industry - the manufacture
of autamobiles - has already becn destroyed, The larges automobile
factory in the world, The Ford Motor Company, h#s but ore customer -
the Government .
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driven into th breadline.

"Thousands upon thousamds of aut omobile dealers; who
usus1ly help maks up the backbore of the American main street, are
stapding with thcir backs to the wall, Dealers and brilliant sales-
men, who have spert 2 lifetime qualifying themselves for their pert
in these constructiwe ent,erpr::.ses, are be:.ng driven into a thread-
bare cxistence.

"Little storekeepers and independent merchants, vhoe
cammot afford to take frequert irventories amd who haven't the

merey to buy roundirip tickets to Washington amd who cannot retain
expensive lawyers, are falling like corn stalks before a blight.

"Yes, I am avare tlmt these emergencies and these
dire circums tances heve been broyght on by the war emergency.
Every patriotic American is mrepared to make any sacrifice necessary
to victary. But, you will observe th:t special provisions are beirg
made for the organized pressure groups, vhich have always been

favhared hv the New Deal npliticians Thege organized nressure
lavoreg Lnc Woleal polltliclians, ifese orgaized or

ET'0UDSs have arranged with the politicians to underwrite any calamity
that they might face - but ,the thousards of 1little businessmen, who.
are beirg driven into the breadlme, have been forgotten by the New
Deal politicianms and 2re beirg driven to the wall amd liguidated t.o
th: complete satisfaction of the Reds ard the Communists,

Mihatt's to become of ¢ little manufacturcr with a
ceiling on the prices of his merchandise ernd no limit on the wages
he must pay? The arswer is simple.

"The burcaucratic tyrants who have ne more patriotism
then 2 loise are all set to spear any courageows fighter like myself
as a defestist, a pro-Nazi, 2 brecder of disunity.

"A new class of poverty-stricken individwels is béing
developed., They erc the old-time subst.antlal, independent, middle~
¢lass Americans,

"A new cless of rich amd powcrful is being developed
in Ameriza, They erc the bureaucrats, the political racketeers
ard the petted amd favored 'fat cais', who arc bootlegging their
way to wealth with the coopcration of corrupt politiciens,

"It is really dangerous to fight thesc pcople. They
are ruthless, desperatec, unscrupulous end wi thout mercy.

-19 - '
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"Yes, I am running for the United States Senate, but
I never dreamed five yoars ego, or cven onc yeer ago, that I would
do it. In fact, I vowed I would ncver run for any office., Ly life
has been ¢olorful and dengerouws, I have fought withowt fear,
through the yeers, a crusading fight ageinst the most dargerous
crimine 1s of this century. 1 have been an enemy of New Deal commun—
ism from its very inception. In the face of gun sgquads, killgrs,

political smear artists, I cxposcd the sttompt mede by the Communist

Party to scize control of the greet industrial lsbor moverent., I
have had a bad press. I have been smeared, lied ebout, ridiculed,
I heve been branded 2s e demagogue, an oppertunist, a leader of the
hmatic fringe. Even certein so-called intelligent people, who
should knav better, havc ellowed themselves to believe these lies
that have been invented to destroy not only myself, but the profit
systcem, indeperdert enterprise ard the American wey of life.

"] searched the entire state of Michigan for a man of
character and courage, whom I could support far the United States
Senate, There are many good men in the state who are qualified for
this high office, whose backgrounrd is convertional and polite and
unspotted by smear, unfavorable publicity or false accusations.

"But a corvertional cit izen refuses to seek office,

He knows what I know - that the moment he begins to 2ttack EARL
BROVDER, the boondogglers, the bureaucratic Reds, the New Deal

- profiteers — he will be smeared. The politiciens in power will

go back over his life to the day of his birthand they will
resurrect every little mistake he has ever made. They will attempt
to fird in his life or in his usiress conduct some minor infraction
or law violation on which they can opportunize. Most of these good
solid men with cenventional backgrounds have wives and families
who dread the thought of having to fece their neighbors and friends
who may, in some instances, believe thesc vicious, bureaucratic,

; smear artists,

ips far 2s I am concerned, I have scars all over my
body. I have been accuscd falsely of every crime in the calendar,
I have 2 lovely Christizn wife who hes adjusted herself philosophi-
cally to the terrible things thst arc said about men who fight the
fight as do 1.

"A survey rcveals thet I have the larzest indeperdent
follawing of any plain citizen in America, In my files are the
origira 1 sipgnatures of 610,000 Michigan citizens. Frankly, I don't

P DU . [ R [ S . ey |
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(Detroit file 62-1126)

the fight that must be fought if we 2re to dethrore these New Deal
buresucrats and these communisticelly inclined regimenmters, It
requires 8 man who is tough end fearless amnd, to use the vernacular,
twho can take itY,

"Question your friends, not in the presence of a
third perty - question your frierds ore at & time amd you will be
surpnsed to find the number that sagree with m on most matters,

...... A 7 el k2o 4 nd hatme

.I. LUU..LU Dt:l.L JUU Uf a LIIUU.bHIM -I-J-ﬂs-iﬂ“.b }J.‘l ﬁl.-b.l.\.;l:a wildy are LA
indulged in, but I give you here just one little one as a sample,
You wonder why so many Southern congressmen seem to be 'rubber
stemps?, Have you mede 2 study of the appropriations of money
the £ have been made for Sowthern farmmers? I czl]l your attention to
the state of Mississippi, 1 have made a study.of the money that
has gone to farmers in the form of bonuses for not raising cotton,
While 10 farmers in Michipgan received more than $1000 last year

for not producing crops, end while the Michigan farmers received
3% of their ircome from the Govermnment - the farmers of Mississippi
received 23% of thelr income from the Govemment and 2,095
Mississippi fammers received mare then $1000 each; meny of them
$5000; others $10,000; and others received as high as $60,000 per
fam for nat raising cotton.

"Is it treason for me to suggest that Michigan
businessmen ere being put out of busiress by a taxation program
which subsidizes such lunacy in government?

¥ "More disgraéeful even then the amount of morey donated
to certain farmers for not producing crops is the fact that in
certain counties the Agriculture Departmemt has spent as high as
. _ 524 of the subsidy for distribut ion costs, In one county it cost
- 4 tre govermmert, $4000 to distribute $7630. In several counties the
o distribubion cost was 4OZ ard in many counties it was 33%., Imagire
' $7630 being appropriated for the little farmers in a2 county - with
' $4000 going to the political jobholders emd only $3630 going to the
farmers, . (For confirmations of these statements conceming agri-
culture waste, see the Congressional Record for May 14, poge 4333,
and the Congressional Record for May 12 and 13.)

#¥es, I'm behind t.he rationing program 100%, but
rlght this minute famers ere being paid 840,00 per acre not to
prodice sugar ard, while yow wife is asked to clip the cufls of f
your pants, Hississippi fereers and millions of other fammers are
being paid millions of dollars not to praduce cotton,

-2) -




(Detroit file 62-1126)

"In the days thet ere 2head, you will hear many

vicious things ebout me, but suppose you resigned yowr job and 1
would withdrew from the Senzate race amd you would snnounce thet™
you were going to expose the things I have referred to in this
letter — what do you think would happen to your reputation in sbout
six weecks, and maybz in 2bout six days? This New Deal howee-

r wreckirg crew, these political torture-chamber boys would start
--ﬂ\; on you, Thgy would scnd out reports conceming your behavior ad
your past condwt, which would very like ly bring tears to the eyes
of yowr loved mes amd spprehension to the hearts of your neighbors,

p—re gy 1
) '

"This war broke out just as ¢the Red revolutionists
were beginning to get their teeth int 6 owr flesh, and they are
determired that instead of sloving down because of the war, that
they are going to make a revolutionary cleamp right. during the
war — ard they stand a good chance of accomplishing their aim, If
you have been 2 consistent listener to me over the redio, you may
have heard me say a few things with which you disagreed, but you
know very well thet my radio addresses have been sound and logical
and 1 have been nght. on practically every major issue - so much
so, tle t the senior member of the M:.chlgan delegation in Congress
¥Mr. ROY Uuurturr, has praised me o the floor of the lower house,
and the senior senator from Michigan, ARTHUR VANDENBERG, has
praised me on the upper floor of Congress,

“The person who is e2gainst me tes doubtless thrown
this letter into vhe waste basket long before he came to this
paragraph. My reason for sendirng this letter to you is to tell

1
ks you how you can help me if you believe it is important to put a
- fearless, fighting men in tte United States Senate, I'm going to
I\ﬁﬂf‘ ﬁ’\m“ﬂ‘!ﬂﬂ 'llﬂ ""\“‘:a [-F=1 1mr_-o
UUAMHUU l-ll‘Y Bmuyud—ﬁ 4 ekl ] Will OW W rwiadl WAL -

1. The period of petition circulation.
2. The Primary cempaipgn,
3. The Gemeral Election.

: "If you would like to give me morey with which to
| : meet some of the se expensss, here's what it will be used for:

f i

' / 1, The expense of visitine many communities in Michigan.
: g 2. The purchase of radio time. ' '
LT 3., The meiling out and the collecting in of petiticms,

i L. Inasmxh es mest of the newspapers will not have the
boos o courage to rint meny of the t.h:mgs that I shall say,

-22 -
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with the burning issues of this hour,

‘ "Attached herewith is 2 coupon which provides for
. j those who desire to mail in a contribution at once., Others may
b= want to contribute 2 certain amount of cash immediately and so
b much 2 month during the campaign. The attached coupon provides
far these contributars, Otlers may want to send in an anonymous
contribution,

"It is understood thet 2 contribution to my campaign
in no way obligates me, if elected, to the giver of the contribution.
I shall fight for the principles enunciated in this letter aml
which I shall enunciste over the radio station WJR every Sunday night
at 7:15, .

"If you think there is substance in this letter,
read it again —~ and if you care to, I would appreciate a letter
fran you commenting on the ideas suggested in this letter, I would

also be pleasad if youwould pass this letter on to a friend after
you have read it,

"Sincerely yours,

nG1LKS/U "GERAID L. K. SMITH,

-SMITH also submitted a copy of page one of Chicago Daily
Tribune dated May 21, 1942 giving the expose! of the plot to ruin Senator
DAVID I. WALSH., This is beirng retaired in the files of the Detroit Field
Office :
f ; .

SMITH also submitted a copy of the Daily Worker for
Jure 30, 1942 on the first pege of which an article entitled "Execute Them,'"
appears, which alludes to the eight Nazi saboteurs who arrived in the United
States during June 1942 and then says, "There are propagandists armd schemers
, in American political life whosc ides 2rc not much different from those of
] - the Bud, In fact, the Bund has epplawded their speeches and policies,
S COUGHLIN is me of these, MARTIN DIES is encther, SENATOR .EEYNOIDS, chairman
-4 of thes Serete Military Affairs Committee is still ancther. GERAID L. K. SMITH
i is another, Therc arec meny more., Their names are no secret," The articls  --
then concludes, "Thesc eight particular Nazi killers heve been caught. There
must be e ny uncaught . An example must be made. Let the Army handle these
gents in doub le—quick order.," SMITH pointed owt that this article is a clear
cese of the Communists inciting people to murder him and other persons therein.

TR e
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This copy of the Daily Worker is beirg retained in the files of the Det.ro:Lt
Field Office,

. SMITH and to his Secretary b?!/,
— accordirg to that his interview o
with the Federal Bureau of Investigation was thoroug satisfactary and he b2

got the impression that the Federal Bureau of Investigation was going to

protect him against the conspirastors which he described in profane terms and

that they were not out to hurt SMITH at all,

As soon as SMITH read in the newspaper on July 10, 1942
: - tiet he was being linked with the Chicag - Grand Jury Investigation of Sedition
c ' in the midwest, he telephonical 1y advised JOHN S. BUGAS, Special Agert in
Charge, thet this might be a culmination of the conspiracy of his enemies'to
- smear his repwation. SMITH advised Mr, BUGAS that there was no truth to his
alleged affiliation with WILLIAM DIDIEY PELIEY but he fezred that it might be
- used by hateful people desiring revenge. SMITH explained to Mr. BUGAS that
PELLEY wanted t,o sec HUEY LONG in 1933 and SMITH interviewed him and manifested
an interest long enough to find out wret FELIEY had in mind amd then wrote a
- letter repudiating PEILEY'S organization, o

In accordance with an arrangenem:, previously
with radio station WJR, the follow:.ng copies of GERALD L. K. SKITH!
broadcasts for June 21 28, July 5, 12, 1942 are set forth.

reparted,
S radio

"SUNDAY, June 21, 1942

Mhanks to the sacrifisial support of my faithful and
loyal friends - I am still on this radic, This is my 212th broadcast,

Twish I could walk into the home of everv one of my supporters g1l

i A Ga & 4 - JF o Ya ALy L A T e

over America, speak to you personally ard thank you far your prayerful
and devoted support.,

"The vicious determination of my encmies to completely
. destroy me is amezing. Most of my opposition can be traced to my
T consistent and fearless attack on Nazi-Compunism and the vile enemies
Feoo ' within our gates, I amome of a very few mn who has had the courage
o : in the face of every known type o threat to nam and describe these
serpents who have coiled themselves within th bosan of America.

"Fascist-minded burcaucrats in Washington, Communis-
! tically-inclined political jobholders, old-time racketeering machire
politicians shudder at the very thowght of my being in the United

A L DY L
oLaLES oendue,
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"If we old-fashioned, Christian Americans don't get
busy erd put more men in the United States Congress who fear God and
fear no man -- our nation will be doomed to regimentation, bureau-
cratic tyranny and cne-perty dictatorship. The great two-party
systan in America must be kept alive. The Loyal Opposition is the
only check and balance thet American people have, It is the only
protection they have egainst one-pearty tyranny.

Mintil this week I was curious to know what instru+
ment my enemies would use, through which to strike, 'Who', said,I,
177111 they pick as the stooge through which to operate in thelr
attemnt to assassinate my character, menace this crusade for real
Americanism which I lead?! Well, they have evidert ly chosen fa
thet purpose a professor, yes, a professor, one JOHN 5. SHRPHERD,
now being peid ou of the taxpayers'! money to teach in the University
of Michigen., %ho is Profcssar JOIN S, SHEPHERD? He is the mn who
was exposed before the Dies Committes 25 encouragirg end cooperating
wit h the most radicrl elements and Communistically-inclined elements
Sk in Michigan, as well as in Ameriez, Vho is Professor JOHN S,

L SHEPHERD of the University of Michigan? He is the gentleman who
‘ attended a Comunist—front relly in 2 Detroit Hotel ome months o
and recommended that the public schools of Detroit be opened to the

tomnahire AF Darmmimiem avd $ o DAamm 5
vealtning O1 LoImunisn arg Lo Lomn uml st !‘anles.

"Professor SHEPHERD'S comrade in hi s program of
cheracter assessination, in perfect harmony with the Communist party,
is one HAROID P, MARIEY of Amn Arbor, Michigan. I am infomed thet
: ¥r, MARIEY is a2 Unitarian preacher, Now, Lhet sounds pretty good,-
P doesntt it? [ university professor and a Unitarian preacher - but,
k" ladies end gentlemen, it doesn't sound so good when I tell you that
these two gentlemen for months and months heve becn addressing rallies

g set up by the Communist party or their stooges for the purposc of
' sceking the release of EARL BROWDER, the No. 1 Red, for the Federal
Penitenti ary.

S . Mfhat docs Professor SHEPHERD want to do to m? Well,
herc is the answer, 1 find Professor SHEPHERD'S namc asttached to a
circular which reads as follows: 'A prison cell -- not @ Semte seat -
is the place for GERAID L. K. QIITH.!' vell, ladies and gentlemen, no
man on earth is above accusation, but I say to you, rny vicicus
political enemies, if you are going to attack me befare the Arerican
people, you'll have to do better then this. Let the attacks thet are
leveled 2 geinst GERALD L. K. SMITH be leveled by Christian patriots -
real frericans,

-25 ~
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"I'm ypoud of my c¢nemies, I'm proud to be attacked
by such men as HAROLD, RIEY STANIE™NOVAK and Professor JOHN SHEPHERD,
who have becn cooperative, obedlent s'c.oo es for the Communist perty,
lo ~tlese mny years.

Il'\fpe, T lmowwhat vou Reds had n'lnnmd You +h911 aht.

AR I LA B AP -

tlat because we were military allies with Russia you could abuse this
circumstance by ramming the red ha poker of Comnunism down our throats
and brand as treason any attack on Red, Communistic athelsm. But the
Attorney Gereral of the United States, the Hon. FRANCIS J. BIDDIE,

took the wind ot of your sails when he ruled thet Communism is a crime.
In this ruling Mr, BIDDLE called for the departation of the alilen
Communist, HARRY BRIDGES, amd this is what the Attomey Gereral said:

'The Communist party of the United States, a section

of the so-called 'Third Int.ernat.lonal' was fourded in 1919, and,
after its name was changed scveral times, finally became !'The Conmunist
Party o the U, S. A,t in 1929, The Third International advocated the
class struggle, which was described as entering the phase of civil war
in fmerica, Illegal methods were also sdvocated, where necessary, to
carry on its work; systematic agitetion in the Army; the renouncing
of patriotism; and tle rewlutionary overthrow of capitalism. The
American 'section! edopted 2 program declaring: !The Comunist perty
will systematically aml persistently propagate the idea of the
inevitability of and necessit y for violert revolution arnd will prepare
P thc workers for armed insurrection as the only means of overthrowing

Ny the capitalist state,' The Communist party teaches the violent -

( overthrow of existing governments, including the United States,...The

Communist party....advocates amd teaches the overthrow, by force and
violence, of the Govemment of tre United States

"There you have it s Professor SI-EPHERD, You and your
_ ; Communist friemls sought the release o EARL BROYDER. You ard your
P fricnds hélped to set up a rally in Detroit addressed by EARL BROWDER'S
‘ brother two days befare his rdase. Now you joln in this attenpt to
assassinate my character and impugn my patriotism and slander and
scandalize the 3,000, OOO constituents of this crusade,

"Jell, Professor SHEPHERD, you am yowr friends have
been encouraging Communism on the campus of the University of Michigan
~= you know that you and this preacher MiRIEY heve been a thorn in
the flesh of Pres.,RUTHVEN o«f the University of Michigan, You mve
caused this great institution of learning no emd of embarrassment
becawse of your determire tion to encourage propaganda among our sons
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and daughters, Then you came out with-a program to release EARL
BROVDER the No, 1 Communist in America, who is a part of the very
movement which tle Attorrey Gerneral says is a scheme to over-throw
the United States Govemment by force. But you put your name to a
petition to lock GERALD L. K, SMITH in a mrison cell.

Miell, Professor SHEPHERD, I don't blame the

University cf Mlchigan for you, and I don't hold that great educa-
tional statesman, President RUTHVEN, responsible fa your behavior,

"But I'11 tell youwhat I think of the Christim
people of America and the Christian people of Michigan - they are
going to want to send to the United States Senate tle very men thet
you would like to-send to Atlanta Peonitentiary. And I'1l say some-
thing else to you, Professor JOHN SHEPHERD, I'd rather go to Atlanta
Penitentiary thet to the United States Senate if I had to compromise
with the God-hoting, church-burning Cormunism of your subversive
associates,

. "Ladies ard gentlemen, now do you realize the burdens
I have tocarry? Now are you awarc of the atheistic crosses on
which the enemies of America arc attempting to crucify me? But
supposc I tell you that your prayers are being answered, thmt victory
is insight, that thousards of names are coming in signed to my
petitions - the petitions which are necessary to pub my name on the
ballot for the United States Semate.

. fiow you who are my lukewarm friends or my enemies,
you might just 2s well twurn off the radioc now because I am going to
talk to my very close and admiring friends. I cannot fight these
rackec teers, these Reds, these bureaucrats ard these character
assassins alone, I mst have you help, I repeat, I must have your
help. :

"Now you people who do not live in Michigan, Write
to me immediately and I will tel) you how you can help me., You
people who live in Michigen, if you have one of my blank petitions
filled or partly filled, have it signed by 2 notary publie and rush
it to me immediately. I beg of you - please dn't delay, send your
petitlons in immediately,

nIf you are my friend amd ybu don't have a petition,

plcasec write far one or asmeny as you desire and I will rush tlese _
petitlors to you.
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"] am a poor man ~ I am a persecuted man ~ I am
abused, Character assassins and conspiring snoopers are working on
me every how o the day — but I sm your voice — I am the voice of
the little farmer, I am the voice of the worker, I am the voice of
the independent businessman, I am the voice of those who believe in
the American way of life. I speak for the speechless - I fight for
the weak., I would rather die fa the right than compromise with the
WIrong.

"You can expect anything to happen to me, anything.
But be assured thet I have mede my peace with God, I fear no man -
not even the Devil,. And I love that glorious slogan of this crusade
'CHRIST FIRST IN AYERICA' and 'AMERICA FIRST IN WAR AND PEACE'.

"Now, what should I say to you, my good friends, to
tell you how douwbly important it is for you to not postpore sending
in those nomination petitions. Whether you have 5 names or 500
names, please serd them in immediately, You know my address -
GERALD L. K. SKITH, Detroit, Michigan., No street address is
necessary. 1 repeat — address GERAID L. K, SMITH, Detroit, Michigan.
No street address is necessary.

g "Don't forget that as long as I can afford to buy the
tire, I will be on this radic at this same time every Sunday.

"God bless you. God bless ard save America,
"AN INSERT:

"The sensatiorel fact is, ladies ad gentlemen, that

this very minute - the head of an organization which was origimily
formed for the purpose of getting the Communist party on the
Michigan ballot "

E R L B

WSUNDAY , June 28, 19.2

] am a crusading candidate for the United States
Senate, but in spite of this fact I have been approached in tle .past
week by political horse traders with suggestiors thet I must go easy
on this and go easy on that or I may losc 2 few votes here ar there,
“lell, let me say a word to my good friemis who have trusted me
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thmwugh the years. I wouldn't trade of f one of my deep convictions
for ore million votes if they could be del ivered by parcel post,

Ore swh political horse trader said to me, !'Mr. SMITH; do you think
it's good policy to hold on to that phrase ‘CHRIST First in America?!
My answer to him was this — It is my deep conviction thet Christless
atheism was the thing that destroyed France, I said to this man -
there would have been no HITIER in Germany if CHHIST hzd been pat
first in the hearts of the people., And, said I further, tle vhole
foundation of Compunism itself rests on atheism and the dernial of
CHRIST.

"Now I warn my friends that frox: now oun youare going
to begin to read in tie newspapers and see circulated on the streets
ard throughthe mails ell sorts of peculiar things ebowt me. The
enemies of Americe zre panic stricken over the idea that my campaign
for the United States Senate is developing so dynamically.

( "One good friend in tre country wrote me-a letter the
- othzer day armd reported some terrible lie that hed been told about me.
In reporting this evil tale, my good friemd used these words - 'I
— hope it won't make you fcel bad, lir. SMITH, for me to report this to
: you,' Of course, it didn't make me feel bad, 2nd now I'm going to
make a suggestion to my good friends.

"Follow me very carefully. No matter what anybody
says about (ERAID L., K. RUITH do not allow it to bother you and do
not permit it to embarrass or anger you. dJust sit right down amrd
write me a letter, describing the 2ccusation, end I will answer your
- letter very carefully and in detail, Not only that - whenever some
v individual says ugly thirgs about me, take his name and address amd
j » I will write him a letter a I will send you the material thet you
can give to him., Just remember this - I am afraid of no man, not
even the Devil, and I fear only Ged Almighty.

"Now, whepever you read anything in 2 newspaper
against me, eut out the article, meil it to me ard give me the
namc of tle paper., If the accusation is scrious, I shall either
answer it over the radio, meming thc paper, or I shall answer in
& direct letter to the paper, Then I shall send you a copy of my

answer, If you have & newspaper in yow commnity that insists
on saying ugly things zbouwt me, don't hesitete to write them c
letter and remind trem that perhaps many of my friends, as welles
my encmies, are subscribers to their paper,

SR LE LI -
~ “ \l o
) ;2-.-..—...-.-“
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"Now, remember, no matter what problem or question
is raised conceming me and no matter how poor or humble you may
be, you write mc a letter and I will answer it the same as iY jou
were the richiest man in Americe, because I em the defender o the
weak and I am the voice of the voiceless. The first plank irn my
platform 1s )00Z IOYALTY TO THE WAR EFFORT. But to be lcyal Lo ihe

Iy
wary effvrt ls na o he a ann1-\+1hn'| rubher sta‘mn‘*_’, The Presid.n%

RN of tte Unitsd States deesn't need sny more rubber stamps in .
T Washington = he has too many aiready, Vhen a nation faces & vrisis,
- the head of {he govermment does not need to be surrourded by 'Yes!

men. He needs patrictic but independent thinkers.

"Just observe whmt these rubber stamping bweaucratis
have done t¢ the rubber tire situntion., They came ow with 2 big
story that wa'd have no tires or i'e-caps until alter the war, That
we're going to have to take thirty million cars off th: highway.
This would bankrupt tre tire dealers, it would barkrupt 211 the
garages., It would bankrupt all the £illing stations ard all the
supply houses, And here in Michigan, it would bankrupt every
iittle tourist camp and cvery little hotel keeper and destyroy the
freet tourist industry ir Michigan.

"Then about Lthis time I came out for the United

States Senate. I amnounced “let I was 100% behird the war effort.
Seccrd place, that T believe in free speech ard free press for all
¢ood Americans, ineluding FATEIR CHAS. E, COUGHLIN. And, third, I
: annovnced that I believed that while we'r.,, sending b:l_]_lions and
P - billions and billions of dollar: across the ocean to China, Russia
and Great Britain as & part of owr homorable agreement, we must nct
ferget the boys in the armed servire, And so I promise, if elected
to the Unit ed States Semate, to fight for &5100 00 psr month for
every soldier, sailor amd marine.

‘ "I promised, to see to it thet the 0ld peopie get
b a square deal under the Townsend Plan, :

"I went on ard outlined ‘ther ﬁ-inciples_, including

“he seven principles on which this, the crusade of the Committee of
1,000,000 is founded. -

f

!

£ ) : "Then, as a f:l.nal punch to o pletform, I .L...itwd up
¥ this slogan 'Tires for Everybody.! == if 1 ¢n to the Senavre,

: .

"Well, the boondogglers ernd the buresucrats had
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themselves so badly worked up that they wanted everybody to think
that it was treason and sedition to talk sbout having tires., We
Americans were supposed to just lie down and be quiet about this
tire business, because the Japs had taken the rubber plantations
away frar the Dutch and the British,

"Before I used those words, 'Tires far Everybody!,
I consulted some of the most scientific experts in America, and
I knew what I was talking about. But someone said 'Yes, Mr, SMITH,
but how can one men in the United States Senate get tires for
! everybody?! I'11 tell you how I can get tires for everybody. The

first thing I will do is to get up on the floor of the Senate and
meke about a ten-hour spesch, end when I get through exposing the
monorolies and the bureaucrats and the racketeers thet have been
working on this tire business ~ there won't be 2 bureaucrat; a

Seretor or 2 Congressman that will have the courage to defend them.

"To illustrate my point, here comes Dr. W, Js HAIE,
former instructor of Chemistry et the University of Michigan, now
the expert chemical consultant of the great Dow Chemical Company,
a2 man whose judgement on things seientific is always respected.
Dr, HALE says, &8s guted in the Detroit News framJune 25 — 'Within
one year we can have all tte rubber we need, if givenone hundred
million dollars, the men ard the priorities. And we can prodwcs
it at fifteen cents per pound., And with 150 million bushels of
corn we can produwce all the rubber we can use,!

"But what does Dr, HALE reveal? He reveals that

f ( this bureaucracy in Vashington has already donated to the oil
=i trust five hundred million dollars with which to make synthetic
SN rubber, But it has produced practically no rubber in its first
year, Ladies amd gentlemen, what's going on here? Could it be

that the oll trust is trying to mevent the horest scientific

chemists from teaching America how to make rubber out of farm

nrodus b e?
‘J‘ WA Rl L T e

"At any rate, this rubber situation is just a
sample of the bureasucratic bungling thet must stop if we are to
save America and if we are to win the war,

hundred thousand mamufacturers, little manufacturers, ere in
danger of going to the wall this yar., Expertis say that at least
75,000 will go broke on account of ths war emergency. The figures

H
A .
E}Ji . "Now, just & word to you small businessmen. One
!
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say that on account of price ceilings, priorities, and so forth,
17 thousamd little businessmn in the Detroit 2reca alone will go
broke between now ard Christmas.

"Who's fight ing for you little businessmen in tle
United States Senate?

"Some of you busiressmen think that GERAID SMITH
it too common for you and ybu say to same of your stuffed shirt
associrtes 'Ch, we can't afford to have GERAID SVITH as tie
Republic an nominee for tle United States Serete.! But, let me tell
you sorething, If we had about 50 GERALD SMITHS in the United
States Senate right now instead of these 'yes' men and rubber
stamps, you wouldn't have to worry about the American way of life
and there wouldn't be one hundred thousand little businessmen on
their way to th: bonc yard today,

"If we don't get somebody up to Washington pretty
qmckly thatts got enough old-fashioned courage to defend tle
American way of life - this nation of ours is going to be wrapped
up in a dictatorisl bureaucracy that won't end when the war ends.
And instead of & return to the normal way of life after the war is
over, we'll enter into a ruthless bureaucratic dictatorship.

"My enemies will tell you that I am against organized
labor, Thatts e lie, I have been made thru the years & honorary
member of 13 different labor unions on accourt of my loyalty to the
vorking men, The only lebor leaders that are egainst GERALD SMITH
are the ones thet are for Communism, Don't forget I saidtlet,

Now, what am I to do zbout you good people who have
blank petitions right there in your home and who haven't sent them
in? Well, 211 I can say is that I'm too poor to hire anybody to
come a round and knock on your door and sk you to send the petitions
in, You plain, common people who live back on the rural routes and
out in the little towns, up in the woods amd on the busy streets of
our great cities - if you workers and little busiressmen amd
farmers dont't zirculate my petitions amd send them in, I have no
otler way to get it dons.

"Now, won!'t you please get your petition ready right
away, The one who signs the petition as the circulator, must be
2 registered voter and you must have your petition signed by 2
nota!‘y’.
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"Yes, I am encouraged. The names ere coming in by
the thousands, but I want from two to three times as meny names as
is legally required so there's no chance of my enemies keeping ny
name off the ballot,

D "If you haven't a petition erd you are willing to
: ci reulate petitions for my nomination to the Senste, write to me
immediately ard I'1l rush the petitions to you. If you want more

blank petitions, dan't hesitate to write saying so.

. "Now, & word to my very true and loyal {riends,
- Get out that petition, circulate it, have it notarized and sem
- it in Jjust as quickly s possible. If you stand with me, 1'1]l win,
i but your failure to send in one petition might cause me to be

} : defeated,

"And to my beloved listeners all over America -
dn't hesitate to write me about anything and T will write you a
nice letter answering all of your questions. No matter where you
live orwho you are or how poor you are, whether you are black or
white, old or yourg, remember that GERAID L, K. MITH is your
fighting friend artl you can write me a letter and I will answer it
persomally., You don't even need to remember a street address,
Just write me, GERALD L. K. SMITH, Detroit, Michigan. No street
address is necessary,

"God bless you. God bless and save America."

e ¥ ¥ % R

. "SUNDAY, July 5, 1942

§ " A man can be judged by his enemies, as well as his
; frierds. Beware of the manwith no enemies. The apple tree with

ﬂi clubs urder it is the fruit-bearing tree, .

1

S ’ ~"As this crusading campaign for the United States -
P Senate proceeds, study my enemies. Get their names and addresses,
: ' - find out what their tie-up is end where they get their money, The
more you learn zbout my enemies, the more you will respect me and
/ i the cause for which I stand,

"Who are the en~mics of GERAID L, K. SMITH?

"1, The Axis, No one hates mc worse than the Nazis
and the Fascists who, before Pearl Harbor, attempted unsuccessful ly
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unsuccessfully to appropriaste our natural love of peace to their
own selfish ends. Remember that we of the Committee of 1,000,000
submitted a petition bearing mere than one million names caL.mg
on Congress to outlaw everything that looks and smells like
Fascism end Naziism,

"2, I am hated by the Fascisi-minded bursaucrats.

S vl

"3, I am to be fought by the one-party propagandists
who are conspiring to destroy the two-party system and the legislative
branch of our government, If tle time ever cames, ladies =ud gentle-
men, when we have a one-party propagandists who are corspiring to
destroy the Lwo-party s ystem and tle legislative branchk of our
government, If the time ever comes, ladies amd gentlemen, when we
have a me-perty system, so that the ruling party can do anything
it wants to do without e ving 2 secord party to watch its behavior,
then you can kiss your Republic goodbye., The America of Washington
and Lincoln will then be dcad,

1.k, I am tobe fought by the boondogglers whe would
rather lose the war than to lose their political Jobs.

"5, The Internationalists who would surrsnder our
nationzi sovereignty in order to set up a world government which
would put the Stars and Strips second to some imperialistic flag,
representing an internationsl government which would ecompromise our
sovereignty. Perhaps no outfit in America hates me worse than
these int emationzl conspirators,.

16, The racketeers ard the profiteers are fightirng
me, those who think only of tlemsclves and would even prolong the
war if by so doing they t hought they could use the blood of our
sons to their own profit, This war must be fought to a victorious
finish, but we must put a stop to this profiteering on blood,

L

"7?. Then there is the reprisal gang. These are the
pecple who sttempt to use the departmants of government to destroy
and rersecute political opposition. We have recently hed a strikirg
example of this right here in Michigan., 1 shell discuss it in

‘\ dotail at some future time,

* .
y" "8, The Communists, of wurse, the Communists hate
L me with 2 murderous hate, I hold in my hand an 2rticle which
P appeared in the Daily "Torker, the official Communist paper, for
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July 1, The glaring headline et the head of the article reads -
tExceute them] Execute theml' And in this article prominently
displayed they list the nemes of FATHER CHAS. E, COUGHLIN, Con-
gressman MATIN DIES, Scnator ROBERT REYNOIDS and GERALD I.. K.
SUITH. This paper, ladies aml gentle.en, is sold on the streets
of tke cities of Detroit amd Cleveland, In fact, it is sold 211
over America and sent throweh the mails,

o g, The old-time scandalmongers and character

' assassins who just have a natural fear aml hate foar anybody who
is henest and courageous, They have an unholy dread of my being

i able to sterd on the floor of the United States Serete aml bring
out the things that I have discussed on this radio through the
years.

110, The rubber trust is my enemy, this rubber
trust' which is willing to make us walk to work amd do without our
automobiles rather than to lose their monopolistic control over the
internstional rubber market.

"}1,  The foreign sugar trust, and this sugar
business is & subject 211 by itself,

"2, The stuffed shirt politicians will fight me
in Michigan, these people who ere willing to spend & million
dollars rather than see the common people have a fearless voice in
the United States Senate,

s Mihen I come sarownd to visit you in the communities
' —'*"-1 where you live, I am going to discuss these things in detail, 1
want to meet you 8ll personslly, I went to shake hands with you.
I want you to meet my lovely wife. Then, you can conclude for
yourselves whether or not I am the vicious monster s portrayed by
certein lying newspapers. '

=T

o "There, my friends, is a summary of my enémies. Now
: ! here's a summary of what I stand for and whet I fight for and what
} l , I am willing to die for:
"1, 100% support of the war effort. A group of -
W - . high society women met in Detroit this past week and decided to
; throw their support to one of my opponents. These high soclety
i
ARF

women s2id thet they were gon.ng to f:u.ght, everybody who was opposed
towar before Pearl Harbor. Well, ladies, and I'm addressing these
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society women, you have picked out a job for yourselves. Those of
us who opposed war before Pearl Harbor were fighting these war .
mongers who were roving around over the world trying to get us into
war, Ye favored 2 nztional defense second to none so that we could
fight and defend ourselves whenever we were threatened or attacked
by e foreign foe, That's exactly whet we ere now doing, amd if you
high society wamen think youire going to persecutes 211 the good
Christian mothers that were opposed to ermtering the war sooner than
necessary, you're going to drive a million people right into the
camp of GERAID L. K. SMITH,

"2, I am goingto fight far £100 a month for every
man in the armed services, We are paying the gun msker $300 a month
and more, then why not pay the gun shooter $100 a month at least?

"o T mdoem A P bl b 2 J‘ oo

Je 4 BLEANU 10T UNie [Are8eIvation iree E}x““cuh and

free press for 21l good Americans, including FA'I‘HE’% CHAS. E. COUGHLIN,
FATHER COUGHLIN has been zpproved as a priest in good standing by the
church through his Archbishop. Why should FATHER COUGHLIN be
silenced when t e se Communists are selling their Red newspapers &ll
over the place?

"4, I shall fight for ¢ square deal for the Townsend
Plan. .

"S5, I claimwe can have tires for everybody, if we
will use the wisdom of science instead of being victimized by these
bureaucratic bunglers and these monopoly controlled politicians,
These politicians were warned three years ago that we might face
such a situation, amd they didnit do anything about it. And now,
thocusands of people are sitting right there listening to me over the
radio on this Fourth of July weekend, bacause you haven't got the
tires to take a drive or go to church., Yes, we can blame it o the
Japs, but why did our bureaucrats laugh st owr scientists and allow .
us to get to a place where we could be tied up this way? More of
this at another time,

16, I shall fight for the preservation of our .
nationel sovereignty under the slogan - 'AMZRICA FIRST IN WAR AND
PEACE!,

"7, After this war is over, I favor the building of
a hoop of militery steel around Amcrica far encugh out and far
enough up and far enough down to guarantee protection from invasion
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and strong enough to meke future foreign wars unnecessary, That's
my post war policy and I'11 discuss that at length wien I come to
see you,

18, I am reconsecrated to the basic principles of
the Committee of 1,000,000,

— - g, I favor & farm program based on the teachings
o - of t}e Bible, My eremies will laugh at that, but I am willing to
- . rest my case with the people who still believe the Bible,

"10, I shall fight without compromise for tie preser-
— vation of Labor's right to organize ard bargasin collectively, And I
- shall continue to chellenge labor to select only leaders vho are
patriotic and free from any tinge of Nazi~-Communism, ‘

111, I shall continue to discuss the issue that
revoives around this question - Why is there a limit on susar and
ne limit on whiskey? s

112, I shall fight to save little busiress ‘rom
complete destruction, vhich it now faces. LEW HENDERSON wents two
hundred million dollars to pey political jobholders to watcn sugar,
watch storckeepers and watch rubber, but we have appropriated only
one hurdred and fifty miiiion dolliars to save the little businessmen.
3 If the little bwiressman is destroyed, America will be destrmyed,

7 L That's a big subject and I am going to discuss it in detail through
f ’ the summer,
\

- "3, Protect the great tourist industry by savirg
this great Michigan irdustry from beirg slaughtered by bureaucraiic
stupidity, wwise rationing ard political boondoggling.

R LRYFA T ehall anrd dvine
T e d ] b ML) ek WU LR AL
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"ladies ard gentlemen, I do not have any hired political
workers. I have great difficulty even getting the money to pay for
this radio time. I must depend on my faithful, loyal friends todo
the things that must be dore. )

t s in this week —- Lomorrow,
aturday. I not only want erough

if possible; ard nat later than
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names to file, but I want two or three times 2s many as recessary
80 there will bc no chance of my encmies throwing ouwt enough names
to keep mc off the ballot,

*That petition you heve in youw home which youv have
not sent in might easily be the difference between victory and
defeat. As Boon as I finish this broadcast, go out immedieately and
begin to ask registered voters, regardless of the party thev heiong
to, to sipn thet petition. The petition does not reed to be fiiled,
If you can only get five or ten names, then have your oetition
notsrized ard send it in immediately, If you azre filling several
petitions, don't hold up tle ones you hove filled until y»ou heve
fiiled the remasinder. Send them in 25 repidly as you zet them
filled, They erc now coming in by the thousands.

"I'm not talking to my enemies or my lukewarm friends,
I'm ta.king to my real, real friends, Plecass get yow petitions
ready' ol send them in imrediately., If yeu ere willing te circulate
e petitlon end do not heve 2 blank, write io me tnd I will rush it
to yaoyth return mail,

Rl et ol

"To my friends, I say, fill up your petitiors, £ill
up your petitions and rush them in immediately. This specch I
have just mace which summarizes my enenics and sumerizes my plat-—
form will be »rinted. All who write to me, regardless of whe re you
live in Amerie=, will recuive a copy of this eddress free. Don't
worry ebout street a2ddress. Just write me GERAID L. K. SEITH,
Detroit, Michigen, No street address is necessary. GERALD L. K.
RITH, Detroit, Michigan., No street address is necessary.

"%d bless you....2ll...."
% o3 %o /

"SUNDAY, July 12, 1942

"The professional and stuffed shirt politicians of
Michigan are amazed and mrprised at the number of friemds we have.

: Thousands of names are coming in from all over Lhe state signed to
g my petitions.

2\ ' ' "[{ you have a netition either partiuliv = oor lp_etely
{ ™= fllled have it aotarized ard tond it to me 4mmedia zeLy., No patition

t ~hould be mailec to me later than July 16. I repeat, all petitions

-8 ..
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should be mailed not one mimte later than this coming Thursday,
July 16,

"Tn every little town end community there is at
least one stuffed shirt politician who assumes that he has the
right to do the thinking for the people. He looks upon himself as
the local bess or tie little HITIER of his precimct, his ward or
his township.

"One morning a few days ago, these politicians all
over Michigan awoke to find my petitions everywhere. They diascov-
ered that literally thousends of good Americans in Michigan, who
seldom mix in politics, were circulating my petitions because of the
deep convictions they have conceming the crusading principles for
which I stand,

' "I had & letter from a good mother whose son is in
the Avmy, which reads as follows: GERAILD L. K., SMITH, Detroit,
SR Michigan., Dear Mr, SMITH: I certainly hope you get elected to the

o Senate so that you can fight for $100 per month for tie.man in the
armred services, My husband was in the last war., When he was dis-
charged, it was months before he could get a job., He came out of
the Army broke, and we thought sure we would starve to death before
he could get a job., Those who called him a hero when he marched
down the street with the band soon forgot him when he put on his
old clothes and went out to get a job, If the boys could be paid
$100 a month and compelled to save $50 each month, then when the
war is over they would have something on which to live until they
could get readjusted. Sincerely Yours, Mrs. H, K,

"Doubtless, this motlter remembers that as Chairman
of the Committee of 1,000,000, I was the first American to appear
before the United States Senate and request an increase in pay for
the soldiers, sailors and merines, As an outgrowth of that
hearing, they are now receiving $50.00 per month.

b

e ad
-

"After all, we are paying the boys who are making
the guns from $300 a month up. If, out of the billions and billions
and billions we are spending, we provide $100 2 month for the men
who shoot the guns, surely we will be doing a great service to our
heroic fighters.

t
!i : "President ROOSEVELT says that he may be compelled
LT to conscript our tires if the war gets any worse. And I know that
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every loyal Americen would be willing to let Presidert ROOSEVELT
take the tires off his car, if he thought by so doing it would
help America towin,

. "It is too bad that the President is compelled to -
take time out to discuss such things as rubber, suger, and gasoline,
It's too bad that the politicians of New York State are permitted
to take the President's time discussing Wew York State politics,

The Presidert is the Commrnder-in-Chief of the Army and Navy, ard
his entire time should be left open to the job of figuring out how
to win this war,

"Yes, it may be necessary for the President to do
what he sugpgests =~ take the tires off our cars,

"The intemational monopolies and the boondoggling
bureaucrats are Lo blame for the sugar situetion ard the tire
sitwation, If I were in the United States Senate today, I would
demand a complete expose of these people who have been developing

-l e mames v a2

foreign monopolies irstead of American resources, i"éﬁl]iiﬁg in
present. shortages,

"Our dmmestic sugar growers have been discowaged,
while they have slipped in millions o tons of fareign sugar. They
have plowed under our American cotton, while the South American
cotton crop has been multiplied by thirty. They have discouraged
the production of crude and synthetic rubber in the Western Hemis-
phere, while encowaging the British ard Dutch monopoly in the East,

"ladies and gentlemen, I am convimced that if a big
stick could be waved am tle bumg ling burcaucrats, plus the selfish
irt erests, could be cleaned ow 5f Vashington - we couid begin to
have tires far everybody who needs them by Christmas and Ezster.

"These boondoggling Yunglers have destroyed tv
great tourist industry of Michigan fu5r this sumer., One tourist
camp operator told me thet he was afraid to peint his cabins - he
was even afraid to repair his couipment - for fear of gasoline

rationing and for fear the govemmnt would eonscript even the
tires on the cars that are now being operated.

"The demage has been dmne nw so much by what has

actually heppened, but because no two bureawmrats seem to agree =
and tte ordinary citizen doesn't know what to expect or wham to

- L0 -
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believe. No matter how bad the news might be, it wouldn't be so

confusing if thc buresucrets could male up thelr minds and then
stick to their decisions.

£y

!\& I "Yes, I know thot I am 2 common men and I have spent

i my entire life dealing with the common people. Certain so-called
aristocrats in Michigan seem to dread the idea of my being nominated
to the United States Serrte on the Repwblican ticket, Well, I may
bz a little too outspoken for som: of my sophisticzted friends, but
unless wc get ¢ few more fearless voices in the Semcte, we won't
have a Senste ard we won't lmve & Congress., And unless we begin to
replace some of these rubber stamps and 'yes! menwith a few old-
fashioned, fist-cracking Americans - this big surer-duper bureaucracy

%1: that's been built up in Vashington will tale over all the branctes
e of govemment ard the people won't have anything to say about what
Yy goes on, I don't need to remind you, I'm sure, that already we have

a lerge number of semi-Nazi-Communists in 'fashington, who would like
to sec owr free way of life destroyed by the substitution of a
bureaucratic dictatorship which, after this war, would tell us what
we cow? do, whenwe could do it, what we could eat and where we
could live, That's what you call regimentation.

e accept the emergency powers of wartime as
necessary to help pradwe victary but, remember, whomever you elect
to the Unitec States Senate this year will be there for six years,
end someore les got to be on the job to see to it that a set of
conspiring scalmwapgs don't use the war emergency to lay the foundation
far 2 peacetime djctatorship.

"I wn being ridiculed by the Communists and the
etheists because I 8uaid lest Sundey night that my farm program was
) going to be based ontle teechings of the Bible. In the first place,
T I consider it an honor to be ridiculed by these wire-whiskered Reds
that have been trying % overthrow owr govermment for 25 years, amd
I don't need the support of any atheistic Nezi-Communists in order
to be elected to the Serste, 1In fact, I would be perfectly willing
to rest my case with the yeople who still have enough old-fashiored
Christim faith to believs the Bible, to believe in prayer amd to
believe in the church. I ensure that even you people who do not
atterd church regularly sgrsz withme on thet.

"One o these days I'm going to devote en entire
address to the Bible plan for the famer., I will say, however, that
if we had folloved the Bible plam, there would be no shortage of

- -
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sugar and there would be no sugar rationing. If it were not for the
foreim sugar trust that exerts such an influence over certaln
bureasucracies in Washington, we could grow enough sugar cane ard
sugar beets in America to supply everybody in America with sugar.
Tre leeding scientists tell us thet with 5 of our ovn crop we ¢can
make enough rubber to furnish all the tires that America can use,
plus all tle other rubber produwts we need,

"But, no, we sperd billions of dollars on a Navy
and billions of dollaers on an Army end sit back while burceaucratie
rulings enslave us to the foreign rubber monopoly end the foreigm
sugar trust,

"Nothirg can cure these treasonable abuses of owr
American people excepting a courageous ard fearless wice in the
Unit ed States Senste, That's what the Semate is - to give the
people a charce to defend themselves in unlimited debate against
those who corepire to destroy the welfare of tle people,

"Yes, if God is willing, I shall visit my friends
in Michigan. I propose to speak all over tle State, if I can fimd

= maror with whish 41 pay transoortation costs As vou know. my

Wl b JWANJ AW Ah VFaddWwld W y UAULNy W ki dE W W WES Ll "I-. ._l\.vv’
only source of suppart is fmm the modest cont.ribmtions of my
loyal friends,

-Mihen I eome to see you personslly and speak in
youwr camunity, I shall discuss many things, vhich I am not per-
mitted to say over this radio far lack of tims,

k) : "Now, to you people who have been circulating my
' petitions or have blank petitions to circulate. Please get es
many sigmetures of registered yoters as you can immedistely.
Have the petition notarized and rush it to me,

"If your petition is put in the mil later than this
caning Thursday, it will be too late. I repeat, all who are

mailing petitions, they must be in the _mail by tonight, Monday,
Tuesday, fednesday and not one minute later than Thursday,

*I have no hired ¢irculators erd I am depending
you to help me cbtain thousands of nanes more than necessary in
order tlet tlerc be no chance of tle enemies of the people keepirg
my name off the ballot by technical rulings,

-2 -
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"Heret!s an znnouncement for 211 my friends in the
Detroit area, I am speaking in person in the Masonic Temple in
Detroit this coming Friday night et eight otclock. The subject of
my address will be ®0On My Way to Washingtont, This will perhaps
be the most fearless and importmt address I have ever delivered.
Mire is a hard fight, My enemies are cruel enemies, I see victory
shead, thanks to the prayerful cooperation of the good people who
are my friends,

"God bless you. God bless and save America."

A booklet circmlated by the Communist Frort Organization,
Civil Rights Federation, 530 Insuramnce Exchange Building, Detroit, Michigan, on
the streets of Detroit for $.05 entitled "Smash Detroit's Fifth Columni®, con-
taining an article "GERALD L. K. SMITH Takes Over", This article stetes thet
SMITH!'S magazine "The Crossand the Flag" is merely a continuation of FATHER
COUGHLIN'S "Social Justice” which wes barred from the meil by the Department of
Justice,

A photograph shows FATHER COUGHLIN playfully mussing
GERALD L. K. RIITH'S hair and continues with a notation, "Pals duwing the lemke~
Union Party campaign, SMITH ncew defends COUGHLIN'S 'right! to smread Axis
propaganda,”

The article then alludes to SMITH'S affiliation with HUEY
LONG at ¢ salary of $650,00 a week.

It refers to SHITH!S membership in PELIEY'S Silver Shirts
ard his membership card #2223, It also ealls SMITH an orgasnizer far PELIEY'S
SIIVER SHIRTS and quotes froem a letter dated August 15, 1933 written by SMITH
to PELIEY:

"By the time you receive this letter I shall be on the road
to St, Louis and points narth together with a2 uniformed
squad of young men comprising what I believe will be the
first Silver Shirt storm troop in America.?

It refers to SMITH coining the phrase "drive thet cripple
out of the White Howse" while speaking in 1936 from the platfarm of the Anti-
ROOSEVELT "grass rocts convent ion'" sponso red by Govemor GENE TAIMADGE of
Georgia.

The article then quotes an item from the Detroit News

- L3 -
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October 20, 1936 quoting SMITH!S announcement that he had formed & Fascist

organization of 10,000,000 patriots to seize the Governmert of tre United
States.

. The article then criticizes SMITH!'S attitude against labor
and terming Union leaders as "crap-shooting, dishonest, Communist loafers".

SMITH'S approval of LINDEERGH'S Des loines, Iowa speech
is then cited toshow ttet SIITH also blamed the war on British propaganda,
Jewish groups and the ROOSEVELT administration.:

The article then refers to SMITH'S intimacy with Reverend
GERATD WINROD and Reverend LEIAND MARION at whose church in Portiac, Michigan

WINHOD spoke during the first week in December, 1941 and therein complimented
COUGHLIN ard SMITH. :

The article refers to the Committee of 1,000,000 as the
co-ordinating center of the activities of all Detroit's pro-HITIER elements

incluling the extincet America First Committee and the existing National Workers
League. .

It refers to SMITH'S Congressional contacts incluling

Ty TSR T T Ty —— e

Serns tor ROBERT R. HEYNOLDS, Senator (ERAID r\,\Nm, uepresent.atlve L.L,ANJHLAN,
and Representative ROY O0~RQODRUFF.

This article is a strong attack on GERAID L. X, SMITH
inclulirg "A prison cell note Sereie seat is the place far GERAID L. X. SMITH,
The more quickly the people of letroit insist that eremeies of America be
treated as such, thec more ouickly will the day of final victory arrive,m

Other articles in this booklet criticize FATHER COUGHLIN,
1 Viorkers League,tle Ku ¥lus Klan, This booklet is being retaired
s of the Detrcit Field Ofiice,

National Bank Building, Detroit, szu
had later referred Agent , Shreveport, Louisiana.

]
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UNDEVELOPED IEADS

THE CHICAGO FIFLD D IVISION

At CHICAGO, ILLINOIS:

#7311 report information concerning ationship bow-
tween ard SMITH. It is noted that and SMITH

are in c lose contact,

- #If necessary, will int

eﬁ' ﬁ|ﬂ iﬁnis to escertain the
: neture of the relationship between SMITH and and a&lso
G to ascertain the nature of the activities of a‘!!ﬂ '
*Will formation concerning the relatio
. CERALD L. K. SKITH with of Chicago Tribune, ard with

_.m,__ of Chicago Tribune,

#If necessary, will interview infarmants to ascertain the
nature of these relationships and the nature and purpose of activities of SMITH.

#Will report known information concerning
ﬂcf Citizens Comittee, 77 West 'fashington, Chicago, Illinois, telephone
bee ate 8 and, if necessary, will interview informenis to escertain the

reletion of ﬂnﬂ SUITH,

THE KANSAS CITY FIEID DIVISION

#At KANSAS CITY., MISSOURI will report any information known

b to Kensas City Field Division conceming GERAID L. K, SH jch has been as-
o certaired through the investigetion of It is noted
o that—and SMITH have been in recent COILACU,

' #If necessary, will intervie and
other infomart s to ascertain the nature »f the relationship between ard

SMITH,.

My o

© 3 e v ——

Vv
Wv,b/z‘/
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THE MILNAUKEE FIELD DIVISION

48 POTLY WISCONSIN will report information conceming
and rewspaper known as "The Herald",
especially in recference to enjhcormection between tte ebove and GERAID L. K.
SMITH and any Fascist activity that may be engaged in by the above.

THE NEY ORLEANS FIEID DIVISION

*At NEY ORLEANS, LOUISIANA will ascertain informetion con-
cerning the background and activities of GERALD L. K. RIITH from aporoximately
1929 to 1935 when he was sa2id 10 have been &2 bodyguard and close friend of
HUEY LONG with particular reference to any activities which may have been in
concert with present enemies of the United States or which indicate Subject's

Fascist tendencies, -
#If possible, will intervi ew_ said to

be of New Orleans, loulsiana and former associate of HUEY LONG concerning
QITH!'S activities in Louisiana. o

st sureveport, Lourstar will interview (NGB
q fot information in his possession concerning SMITH'S background and
ectivities. A '

/)P EEAUREGARD, LOUISIANA wi iew
: Reception
b, enter, aetordance wi etter I'rom the Detroit Field Office to New Orleans

3 ( ‘ Field Office dated June 4, 1942,

THE DETROIT FIEID DIVISION

At DETROIT, MICHIGAN:

. #7493 maintain further contact with —
: _ for information corceming SMITH.

L "1 cco o Y - voox
D ; Company, relative to information in his possession conceming activities of
4. i

SMITH.

#7111 maintain contact with other infomeants for edditional

- 46 -
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information relative to RITH'S activities,

w1l interview (GGG, -tio1 ok
Building, for additional information concerning SMITH'S background and activities,

{ #At ALMA, MICHIGAN will contact
: relative to infarmstion in his possessicn concerning activities of SMITH, by'

-PENDING-
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ALL 'INFORMATION CONTAINED
P o NERTIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
B2 - paTE___haley BYSPLEdAl 3323
RECORNEN 62-:._3}3;3—110 E 204,43
5' WFLORANIUM FOR ASSIST/NT ATTORNFY GRAFRAL .. =
BEhULIL, Br.ROE - o
) Re: OERALD LYULAN KENNETH SOTH, with allas
THE. COMUITTEE OF ONE MILLION
INTERNAL SECURITY
- SEDITION
There iz enclosed herewith £
a copy of tue report of Specisl Agent .L 7
Detroit, Michigan, dated July 22, 1942, ve-captioned
matter, :
%411 you kindly adviss if the data contained in
the enclosed report and that set forth in other reports,
pazphlets, and speeches made and delivered by subject,
constitute a violation of amy statute within the investi-
pative Jurisdiction of this Bureau with particular reference
to the Sedition Statutes and whether prosecution is cone-
tcmphtod by your D‘Lvis!.on. .
Very truly yours,
B - John Fdgar Hoover
: . Tolson
S . E.A. Tamm__ Fnclosure
N - Clegg_
B EErd W . Glavin
% R ¢ . Ladd :
éb ) . Nichols
big Mr. Rosen
) Mr. Tracy 12
: Mr. Carson B ONS SECTION §
) e Coties commuwfm s o
Mr. Hendon N A\\ M ‘ LED
Mr. Kramer " ..
Mr. McGuire -_\* \JAUG 3 1942 P'M"-'
Mr. Quinno Tamm_| AR oo
Mr. Nease FEDERAL BUREAL OF INVESTIGATION:
" Miss Gandy | U-S: DEPARTRENT OF lUSTICE




- B . R o Y - - . . . - > . Mr. Tolsom. 5. .
BRI S b i i ’ Mr. E. A Tamm
» ! - . B i
- - . . Mr. Clegg ... ..
- ‘\ h

- - Mr. Glavin ___ —_—

' T ¥ederal Burean of Investigation M. Ladd........

Mr. Nichals __..___...

Hnited Btates Bepartment of Justice Mr. Rowen oo,

. ‘ _ Detroit, llich.‘l.gs.n e D § TG,
: ’ ‘ . July 25, 1942 : Air. Carvon ... -
’ A Mr. Coffey . ...

Director o AL m::nW"T!FN CONTANED
) Federal Bureau of Investigation _E}E U; m‘_‘ [B - N
, ~ Washington, D. C. HER:.’-JI{ L Ll SJ | e

e | Re: GERALD L. Ko SMI

f SEDITION pﬂms;m
’ Dear Sir: - v 'J ;
During the course gf fhig jpvesiigation much energy b

spent by Special Agent jpeciel Agent
and by myself in ap effort to obialn information from

appears Iran various SOUTCeS
135 had no employment since he left GERALD SKITH'S onploy, and tha
£ has austained himself principally by being & professional informant
for many persons and groups of persons, who have been interested in
investigating the activities of GERALD L. K. SMITH.

Nevertheless, he has persistently refused to give the
agents of this office any of this informetion. He declines on the ground
that to do s0 would invalve many officials of the Ford Motor Compsny, and

r. 177 it would endanger his personal safety. This excuse would seem to be

, < Ainsincere, in view of the fact that he has given information to other

9 persons, It would seen more probable that he is withholding the infomma~.
tion because he feels that once he imparts this information to the Bureau
will no longer be able to profit by the sale of it to private investi-
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n
3

ground, it was ascertained by Spec

i+ v~ S S Vs A e ‘ . o
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: .s? N that this office y
1 O X He was advised that
g 9 in his possession.
§ 2
‘é :' ﬁ o A~ i ¥ - 4 &\w "M t?jlv "p?
: ) < :( ) " ; . . ;3 ) L

st e immary gy et e e



e

e e e PRI ——— v ek i e A

letter to the Director .. July 25, 1942
GERALD L. K. SMITH
INTERNAL SECURITY
SEDITICN

B cond bq‘

o o the attention of the Attomey General that
_ wh:lle refusing to discharge a duty of giving informetion to
s Federal Bureau of Investigation [
from the

Furthermore,-as intimated that if he decided
to give the information in his possession to the Bureau he would be able 7
ve his assertions by documentary evidence in his possession. y
ﬁ has given the impression that he is so unrelisble as an infor-
mant that it cannot be ascertained whether or not he has such documentary
evidence without an actual search of his house, to which he would certainly

not consent, It is suggested that a search warrant might be desirable in
order to determine uh has any such documentary evidence,

b7
~-1126

ALL INEQTMATION COXTAINED
HERENE 16 LiSLASEAED

DMLﬁ/J&’B’\’M

-



————— . -“ ; _'; "
. Mr. Glavip 208 L Yery traly yours,

| Mr. Nichols \ .
o Mr.rRolen__'_'____‘\\ s MOb® WM™ John BEdgar Hoover

:
b

7=31-42 1R pEaR el L u
P HEREG 12 UROLASSIFIED
4 QHIE_oasfer Bz st

¢ m‘.zomwrr FOR mz Jues JR

Reforence 15 mads to yané talephonic oanvorsation with kr, ladd
of this Duresu un &ay 6, 1942, and to his perscnal call at your office in
response to your conversntion, at which tize you furnished him with » chart

and me=orands setting forth data pe to sctivities of Ocrald 1, K.
Saith, Detroit, iichigan, as known to _

I wish to a:ivise that has been interviewsd on several
occasions prior to and sadsequent 6, 1942, relative to his knoxledge

Cond ). P iz dd ol BE o 2.8 Loz me s N aten .
C Salth's selivitles, bulb sas refussd w furnish agy pertiusnt ixformstion on the

grounds that w do so would Lavolve persons in ponitbons of importence and
~ wuuld endanger his personal safety.

It been ascertained that

In view of the rcfusal of to cooperats with the Yederal
Government in the Investi;ation of allege un-American activities, it s
believed advisable thst any action contemplated b
relative to

O such tine as ] "
cooperate with tho Federal authorities. I &o not feel that
should be afforded any favor by this Uoverrmen
dmmtrat-od an umillingmn to acr.ppt a rn,:onsibilitw looking

0 att 4 s 3‘\“ !.:: q
3'3\15 % 5'\333% e ‘E"‘ 3 \‘).. X

Mr. Tracey
Mr. Carson

. Colfey age ~
. Bendon

| comwumcni;@gs stm‘ron
. Kramer :

. McGuire 2% and Che

uinng Tamm ‘ 1a' Hg““ Vts o m‘./‘b /
.Q T . | 1%_._3—..& / &//

.Nease________ 7
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July 31, 1942

‘cp@ﬁ |

® Special Agent in Charge
. Detroit, Michigan .

Al \NFB"W oN CONTINED
HEREE: 1€ Lax SASEIED

DATE,&Q&LL—B{

. Re: GERALD L. X. SUITH
" INTFRNAL SECURITY
: SEDITION

Dear 8irs

Reference 1a made to your letter dated Ju_l_l_'_?s, 1942 1n the
sbove—-entitled matter wherein you advised of B . _ e
status and hia unwillingness to discloss per
to the act.ivities of subject.

3y TACTIE TPV 56T

memorandum has bean directed to the

and his {silure to coopera

th the
In response to your statement that 1t might be desirable to issue
a ssarch warrant to deteramine if has in fact documentary evidence,
I wish to advise that there does no appclr to be ary basis at this time
for the issuance of such a warrant.

' tis bellieved desirable 1o arrange for any subsequent inter-
view with pending acknowledgme:nt of thisg Bureau's Remorandum to
the Daparmon L.or hate :
. Tolson Yery truly yourg, .\ ®
.E.A, Temm___ EM ATy Y e
3 Clozz 2k '3}. %\lt ;\ U
. Glavin 5 \ ﬁ -
. Ladd _(: . 1 JOhn Bdgl!' Hoom b7</
. Nichols___| TOI*"."UMCATI ST GTION Director _
. Rosen_ - MAILED]2 -
. Tracy o : \
. Carson ﬁ Auaa%.ls“ - a(—- .’Ld?ﬂ . ;‘VM '\(}
. Coffey E_' ,ﬁ \
Hendon “?(‘”"L 8“”"’ OFH\‘ ERTAEY EL
' '__/ <, W h h”(PiU ik
. Kramer t.s. b .
. McGuire______ . lp “d LT- g t v ly
Ar. Quinn Tamm___ \)\ ¢ y
- Nease /‘\!
"7 a8 Gandy :"hu L, 7 .L\J / Q M




mw / August 1k, 1942 | S
- © AL NSOTHATION CONTAINED
SV HERES: [ LRSUSSKIED
ooty vy - DNTE oAz Bleessgh -
RE: GERALD L. K, SuItd

INTERNAL SECURITY;
SEDITION,

Dear Sirs

“‘»- ’_ o Refersnce 1s made to your letter dated July 25, 1542
TR in the above captioned matter, ' _

I wish to advise that these facts were referred to i,
James Rowe, Jr,, the Aszistant to the Attorney General, who
advised by memorandum dated Au

any ¢
such as ho manifes é?t/
to fully cooperate with the Federal OGovernment
sdvised Ut he had 80 tnfored AN
w’)33'*_ . : In view of the above information you should, of course,
A pursas your fnvestication in this case in a logical manney so as
il : to prevent any possible embarrassment which might subsequently
.!'18.. ~

Inasmuch as subject is & candidats for the United
. Toison___ States Senale from Michigan your investigation of his activities
_E.A. Tammbould be very discreet so as to prevent any oriticims of this
Cleg Fureau that might reflect that our investigation of subject
‘ S———interfered in any manner whatsoever with his political canpaign,

. Glavin

Ladd o e yours

. —— < . ;
. Niehols N ’ . Very truly ’ ‘_\U‘
- Rosen Voo o ‘,\%‘2.'
. Traey Kde Qf“,
. Carson COMN U T John or floover _
aotier NCATIONS St Ty | o oy

“!4r. Hendon M A l__L ED 4 5(‘&%\
- K r PTis < R T

e | % RUS 15 104 b | o\t

Ir. Quinn Tamm___ f l’l’d L0 8 I L/ \ g
e S|
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE Mr. Ladd. .o
WASHINGTON, D.C. e

Mr. Tracy -.oo.---

August 13, 1942 Mr. Cofes | oo

. Rorcn .. ...t

MENORANDIY: FOR THE DIRECTOR Mr. Quinn Tams.
FEDZRAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION Mr. Nease

Re: Gerald Lyman Kenneth‘%mith
The Commitiee of Ome Million
Internal Security
Sedition

Reference is made to your memorandum of August 3,
ansmitting a copy of the report of Special Agent l? o
% dated July 22, 1942, at Detroit, liichigan,
' in the above case. .

In answer to your request contained therein, it
is the opinion of the Criminal Division that, while some of

P UG Sappeany. .__..! =Ll =3

.l'lt! SLE.'DEIH“HLS COD'DB.ZLREU J.I'.I. 'D'le mdbel‘l&.l. lurru.bneu JE.'tO uate
border on sedition, a sufficient czce under Title 50, Eection
33, United States Code, has not yet been made out, Therefore,
it is requested that the investigation of Smith's sctivities
be continued and that coples of all speeches or writings made
by him be furnished to the Criminal Division for consideration
with respect to prosecution.

In order that the United States Attorney at Detroit,

Lichigan, may be informed of the status of this case, it is

requested that all investigative reports relating to Smith be
made available to him,

Respectfully,
.r .
B M
b . & WEI'DELL BERGE V'
b '(""Dw o  Assistant Attorney General Y
i ' : "o’?o YR 43y 10
AG 14 1 2

Y, -

- o Lo, 9% i
S W ,
j'-— o
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T Boonygtons i3 augt1s, 92 |
= - KL HEQMETIN CONTARED
5? ’- | . - RERER: iS UNCILASSIEIRD -
DR i A DATE__a/sy/ex BYstatadb
) . ]
. REs Q:HALD L, K, SKITE
- i INTERNAL SECURIYTY)
E ; SEDITION,
f | Ab a matter of inforeation copies of all investigative reports

sulm:tted in connection with the above entitled matter togcther with coplies
of spesches and literature publistied by subject have been refarred to the
Criminal Division of the Department for its consideration in de ‘
whothar subject's aclivitles constitute a violation of the Sedition Statutes,

In response to a memorandum requesting an opinion Wendell Berge,
Assictant Attorney Cenzaral, acvised that the opinicn of the Criminal Division

i is that some of the statements contained in the material furmished to date

_ border on Sedition, a surficient case under Title 50, Section 33, United States
%pﬂ, - Code, has not yet besn made out, Therefare it is requested that the investigation
R of subject!s activities be continued and that coplies of all speeches or. writings
s made by him be furnished to the Criminal Division for consideration with respect

to prosecution; further, In order that the United States Attormey at Detroit may
be informed of the status of this cese 1t is requested that all investigative
reports relating to Smith be made available to him.® .

E P It is my desire that ocopies of all investigative reports pe

' to the activitiss of subject be mads availsble to the United States Attorney
at Detroit and that investigation of subject be continued, With respect to

- Tol3opheaining copies of speschas or writings msde by subject it is not believed
r- E- A dotiBsary that speeches entirsly political in nature be made available 1o the
- ClezePurgau, #nd only spesches or statements which might bs construed to bs

- Glavigeditious be included in reparts or otharwise wads available to the Burean, -
. Ladd - .

. Niehols T, T Vary truly yours, '

. Rosen AT EERYY o R - : -

. Tracy SR T LT T4

. Carson N U \

. Coffey ':2 Fii . Jdohn wa?'m n\ '
:;';EL.E’tI::".:-__ o RIS

e Bl
Lol '\,_ ‘,’,‘r}e in GUL

.n:.;;_;. L 1 S Ssb};“f_; \H \:}‘5\”\\

. Quinn Tamm

ir. Hendon / ) j
. Etamer Zf Y ESNCIENORS St
. McGuire : ‘ :% S

\ 7

My, Nease -

ey 7.!,:-:;_'_1%‘04‘:;‘&&: -
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Mr. E. A. Tamm ____

- - - Mr. Clegg .
Federal Burean of Investigation Mr. Glavin ..

HAnited States Department of Justice . ::_ :ffo,;:_'_':i

Detroit, Michigan Mr. Boses . ...

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED _ August &4, 1942 Mr. Traoy ..
HEREIN IS U]}ICLASSI FIED . & Mr. Carcon ...}
DATE l 1 ! BYSPLa1a ot Mr.Coffex ...}

S04, AT Mr. Hendon ...

Mr. Kramer. . _.___.
Direc tor Mr. McGuive ..., J;
Federal Bureau of Investigation Mr. Quino Tamm. ..

Washington, D. C. Mr. Newse......... -

Miss Gandy.._ ..

Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH
SEDITION PECLESS 'y ) JHE gy

Rt |

Lo

,.” £ SMITH has been continmuing to contact b7e
; 9;' oy —f the Ford Motor Company, and has been promised financial
“RATand other assistance by in carrying on SMITH'S political .

campaign for the United 3tates Senate, SMITH and his wife have also con- ((
ff"’f?".-‘f tinued to contact GHABLESKINDBERGH, presently employed by the Ford Motor "

Company.
! éw&é frie —//f
On v 16 1942 _nf W1nh4t.a Kanacs

. L W A Bl n\.‘,w,
a friend ormum, Michigan, and 1
imnediately SMITH for a conference [t tthe Statlaf LMZ 2

"'hv—-—. . -
~

Hotel.
SHTTH { to give notice of his political campaignl
to a visit to roit, K:..,ch— ‘L,.
igan by as been arranged for some e in bhe.n R AN
- Tt b d \ AT ;L':....__L__‘__‘ N,
On July 19, 1942, SMITH was advised by ; RECORDEL

m&r the Ford Motor Company, that he had been interviewed: pre- &

e Detroit Field Office of the Fede £ InvestigationNDEXED
concerning the activities of GERALD L. X. SMITH. told SMITH LC &
that the pressure for the investigation was ccming from New York and the

—_ MY _ & 4 _ Py N S I 1

redéﬁu Bureau 01 J.nVGSB]..gBBlOII. was Com VO 11’]788(-183'58 'DHB ccmpiainu
which had been received about suxm.w sald that he told the
agent he could say nothing bad about and he promised that when he _L?(,—

about the interview. SMITH coache as to what he could say to the
Federal Bureau of Investigation Agent. HNe instructed him that jt would

b right to say that when SMITH came to Detroit SMITH as
to recomuend some good Comminists investigators and
to SMITH so that he could get information about the ) 5.

milA aawy dn ﬂdii-*cn wone that ha o

Ll W GAL.A li%w c 1 BﬂJ add ©BLAGAL W 34 TR AR W LRV 50 N
D '
P e o pe Al DESTROYE
CERPY INEET e 0.

had been interviewed at some future timel he would promplly advise SMITH

I e ML g A v, A



Letter to Director
August 4, 1942

Re: GERALD L. K. SKITH
+ INTERNAL SECURITY
SEDITION

from some "good America.na"
SMITH was instructed to ca.u
Recorders Court, Detroit, c gan. discuss wzt.

the poasibilitiea of his winning the ction for the United States
e and when SMITH said he thought he had a good chance of winning,
interrupted and said that he didn't care whether SMITH won, it

was just that he wanted to give . . ., and at that pomtﬂ

was interrupted. Whenl resuned later on, he explained he called
& meeting of several o e more important judges in Mjchigan, including a
Su}'vw iourt. JudEe whom he did not name and several others at the home

of The reason for this meeting was that none of these
Judges o see SMITH'S opponent Judge HOMERF‘ERGUSON nget to first
base," asked SMITH what sort of help he wanted from these Judges
and SMITH answered that he would want $3000 to cover the next ten weeks of

ﬁting (SMITH is paying $250 per week for some Sunday broadcasts),

said it would be no trouble at all to get this sum of money for
the end of the conversation SMITH said to "I am the only
one still going. Everyone else is under the bed but me. If I didn't
Just stick and fight . . ., it's going to take Just that kind of fight

ta heat thess {p;ufa-ne} that are yuvtius W'EIJ'UUUJ out of bﬁSiﬁesscn

concluded the conversation by telling SMITH that anything he did
or TH was not to be oblalned in one lump but was to be obtained from
fifteen or twenty sources,

has sttempted to contact—
but has not been successful.
o has refrained from ¢ e recent
i arrests of
St and others Wath whom Mnglcan . l

On July 28, 1942, MR. SMITH asked to speak to Special
Agent in Charge J o was out, and S erred to
Special Agentm SMITH advised Mhat two
reporters for and TIME magazines were attempting to interview him
and he wanted to report to the Federal Bureau of Investigation inadvance

of the interview because he thought that this was part of the conspiracy
of his enemies to accuse him of being a Fascist. SMITH also reported

TR

; { that he has heard that a woman has been asking for him at Station WJR,

_ ' stating that she knows MR. SMITH would get her son deferred., SMITH stated
§ ) for the record that he refers all such requests to the War Department;
e stated that this was part of the smear campaign against him which is

e waged by Communists and other enemies of his. SMUITH advised Agent

R that the Communists have already started their campaign against

DAVIS, Hezad of the Office of War Information., SMITH concluded by saying

e




Letter to Director Re: GERALD L, K. SMITH
hugust 4, 1942 ' INTERNAL SECURITY
SEDITION

the purpose of his telephone call was to state for the record that the reporters
were on a vicious mission against him. SKITH has complained about the appeal
of the Civil Rights Federstion through Attorney General BIDDLE for an in-
vestigation of FATHER COUGHLIN and GERALD L. K. SMITH. SMITH has lained
that the President of the Civil Rights Federation is Professor JOHNYSHEPARD
. of the University of Michigan who has been active in other communistic
. front gepivities, SMITE says that the secretary of the Civil Rights Federation
' is JA@ KIN who is a Communist formerly active in a sabotage strike at the
Bohn Aluninum Company before the entry of the Unided States into the war.

On July 30, 1942, SMITH advised | f Radio

g tation WJR, Detroit, Michigan, that SMITH had a conlerence w thﬂ L7
Tk and other rubber experts of the Ford Motor Company who to
SN a ey are permitted, they can produce enough tires for all industrial

workers in Detroit by Christmas and every industrial worker in Michigan
within a year,

Very truly yours,

: OHN S. BUGAS
P : Special Agent in Charge

62-1126

O
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August 13, 1942

o o
_
ALL Egraea TN CONTAINED

Special Agant 1n Coarge HERZ: '€ wiioLASSIFIED
3 Detroit, Michigan | DATE /297> Bvsp'gﬁg/ﬂc'

RE: QERALD L. K. SWITH,
Comnittee of One Milllon;

JINTERRAL 8:CURITY ~ SEDITION
Dear 5ir:

The Bureau desires that you give immediate
attention to the matter of submitting o _

ormation obtained from

in accordance with previous e

fhe leat letter of this type esanating from your offios
was dated July 18, 1942.

Very truly yours, ' e
oo\ £ 2 . 43 s
John Edgar Hoover FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIBATION
Director 942
UEb, Ot TPeLICH AUG 15 1 ,
v |y s, pEPARTNERT OF JTTCE
‘. : | BECEIAED-RVITETT o |

OV LI CATIONS SECTION
M ACLED 11

e

S——= AUG 131942 PM g

b L) + .

e N e DERAL BUAEAU 0 \RVESTIGATION @) V ot e
o \ v.:‘m y.s . n

""["-' U. 8 DEFARTRMENT OF JUSTICE
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

+", FormNo.1

», TriscaseoricinaTes AT DETROIT, MICHIGAN DETROIT rux no. H§2-1126

-?- . n;rc;’kr MADE AT DATE WHER MADE . PIRIOD FOR 7/].6’ REFORT MADR BY .

K 1"7,‘21;"5},2?.

’ DETROIT, MIGHISAR s/u/i2 | 2a3a/35. | GG =
A TIMLE . e ’ ) CHARACTER OF CASE
i GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH, a.k.a. | o
ST Gerald L. K. Smith; - _ INTERN AL SECURITY;

The Committes of One Million SEDITION

P ¥ SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: SMITH has filed nominating petitions for

office of United States Senstor from

Michigan and is recei financial and

other aid through of Ford

Motor Company and . admits

formar membership in PELLEY's Silver Shirts,
but claims it was merely temporary for

purpose of investigation while working ,

for HUEY LONG. Smith contimues to accuse
Communists, WALTER WINCHELL, CLAXER LUCE,
Jewish groups and others for conspiring

to smear his reputation, Text of radio -
speeches set forth, SMITH at public meet- "~.

=Lz ing eriticises Administration for unnecessary —:
iy rubber and sugar scarcity. Pamphlet, %The .
8*“‘3 Hoop of Steel," by SMITH, advocates inde~ "=
{é . pendent United States after victory, without' -—
& IS foreign alliances, Copies submitted, In- _
E.".."—S'Ef- o formant states *Toc Much Roosevelt,® being - T
% I.. i distributed through SMITH ainc: comber 7, 1 ez
4 " -
aap E}- 1 o "The L?D
a5 &7 A TH appeals to former
B g amgE g ers and distributes "The
{ - G285 _, Cross and the Flag" through same news dealers.

—=11 | NIy H’\r\gﬂd

. . SMITH criticised in recent magazine articles.
, % -‘-\\Y?‘r’ ./« SMTH contacted by DePRIEST, Wichita, Kenszas,
-~ P

g QY ' shortly before @pnmsrta arrest,
2 PRy
. 22
K : ﬂ. DONOTWR!‘EIm:rnu:TwAm
e RECORDE)
- COPIES OF THIS REPORT ’ v 4 &
.5 = Burean ’ gl\\ PN DEXE!
'2 - Indisnapolis RIS =
{.,% - Kansas City pL (I\ /ﬁr h
— A Fird miiian o L rd

L N — P 7
74 . . i YR
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(Detroit File 62-1126)

REFERENCE: of Special Agmt— \)1
dated July 22, 19,2, at
Detroit, Michigan,

DETAILS: At Detreoit, Michigan:

Go July 16, 1942, Fr;

in Detroit, Michigan, :
whose identity i1s known to the Buresn., SPEPRIEST fmmediately coptacted SITH's
office and stated that he waz a friend of Peverend GERILD B, WINROD of Wichita,
®ansas, and wanted to speak to SMITH. SMITH arranged to t with DePRIEST at
the Cafe Rouge, Hotel Statler, Detroit, Iich:l.glno

A day or two later it was obsemd in local newspapers that Mr.
DePRIEST of Wichita, Kansas, was indicted by the Federal Grand Jury in Washing-
ton, D. C., in comection with GERALD mon, Mrs, mzm'xypmm and others
under a charge of conspiracy.

' er advised that SIITH has been
continuing to contac of the Ford Motor Com~ 4
pany, who has promised to o ance for SMITH's politica.l ~b¥

the office of United States Senator from the State of Mich
request, SMITH contacted him telephonically at the home of b{}l

of the ﬁo?er‘s Court, Detroit, Michigan, on July 22, 1942.

M.-

scussed with the possibjilities of wimning the election and when
SIITH said he thought he had a good chance of winning, atarted to say
that he did not care whether SMITH won, it was "only thal he wanted SMITH to
give. « o" and then was interrupted.

—explained later that he had called everal

of the leading jJudges in the State igan, including and

one Michigan Supreme Court Judge. ﬂatated that the reason for ihis
meeting was that e judges ed UITH!'s opponent, FERGUSON, "to

get to first base," ked SMITH What sort of help he wanted from these ).
Judges and SMITH answered that he wanted $3,000 to cover the mext ten weeks of
bro;dcuting.H said it would be no trouble to obtain t money
for him, At the conclusion of the conversation, SMITH said to %] am

the only one still going. Everyone else is under the bed but me, If 1 didntt
Just stick and fight, . «it's going to take just that kind of £ to beat .
these (profane) that are putting everybody out of business." en

ended by saying to SMITH that anything he did for SMITH shoul obtained
in one lump, but should be obtained from fifteen to twenty aourcu.

tecoretoe ¢ SRS, o ... QN
—:ror the Ford Motor (ompany, e had nothing to fear from

Y

p?*
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(Detroit File 62-1126)

investigation by the Department of Justice and that N ehovia pot ve
afraid to tell the truth when called upen to do so, becanse all ' 197‘/
could say anyway was that he obtained some money from some good ricans

and spent it on the radio for SMITH and o SMITH came to Detroit,
ked to recommend a £ Communists and{l)

. loane o SMITH for several weeks, ‘

- ' ' GERALD L. K. S(ITH held a meeting in the Masonic Temple Andi-

- torimm, Detroit, Michigan, on July 17, 1942, which was attended by the writer.

According to the tickets for this address, SMITH promised to discuss the fol-
lowing topics: :

%(1) The New York Conspiracy (Will Winchell have a

"(2) The Truth About the Ware
'%(3) Are the Boondogglers Delaying Victory?
*(4) The Truth About the Tire Scandal,
*(5) What About Rationing?

"(6) Why do the Gunmakers get $300 s Month While
the Gunshooters get only $50 a Month?

%(7) Has Pather Coughlin Been Threastened With
: Assassination? '

; _ _“
L WG

#(8) Twenty-five Most Common Lies About Gerald
: L. X, Saith,

"(9) A post-war policy Which Will Prevent all
P ' Future Foreign Wars after We Have Won this
Ware This is Known as the 'Hoop of Steel
Pdicyo' . . ’
#(10) The Crime of Cormunism.
"(11) Who Are the Real Fasciste in America?®

* L &

At the meeting SUIT™ distributed the fo
which was handed to the writer by one of SMITH's emplo

had bei ireviously pointed out to the writer as the




- wl; 100% support of the war efforts

) (Detroit File 62-1126)

"Fress Reloase - - . mpetroit, Michigen
From: GCerald L. K. Smith July 15, 1942 :
 Candidate for the United States Senate (Inmediste Relsase)

*WHO ARE MY ENEMIES?

%l, The Axis | ‘
. 24 Fascist-minded bureaucrats : ' =

- 3, One-party propagandists who are eonspiring to destroy the two-party
system and the legislative branch of our government, '

- .| he Boondogglers who would rather lose the war than to lose their poli-.

: ticlll &b‘. ) . .
5, Internationalists who would surrender our national sovereignty in
order to set up a world government.. - '

6, Racketeers and profiteers who think only of thl!.lsélV:OS“ and would = .

profiteer on the blood of our heroic sons. . :
7. The reprisal gang. Those who attempt to use the departments of
governuent to persecute political opposition. : :
8. The Commnists, who want us to embrance atheistic Communism merely
: becanse we are allies with Russiae o Co :
9, Scandalmongers and character assassins who fear and hate anybody -
. who is honest and courageous. ' o
10, The rubber trust which is willing to make us walk to work rather
* than to lose their control over the rubber market, .
11, ‘The foreign sugar trust. o
12, The stuffed-shirt politicians in Michlgan who are willing to -
- gspend a million dollars rather than see the common people have
a fearless voice in the United States Senate., . - - -

'i consider all opposing candidates to be gent.lemﬁ. ‘At present, I see

no reason why I shonld mention their names in my campaign. Most of BY .
addresses will be composed of two phases — a fearless discussion of
what I am for and a fearless discussion of what I am against.

i

T T wa STURY OF
Cio 7. ver I STAND FOR -

2, $100,00 per month for every mn in the amed servicess ..

' ~3e Free speech and fress for all good Americans, _includjn_g'r',{'.‘f ,

- Father Chass E. Coughlin. - . _ -
Le A scuare deal for the Townsend Plan.

of the buremucratic bungling of monopoly-controlled politicians.)

6o Preservation of muerica's nationsl sovereignty under the slogan, .-

tazerica First in Wer and Peace.' =

.o, 0 L —

“ R

gt

e 5, Tires for everybody. (By using the wisdom of science instead . v o
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%7 THE BUILDING OF A BOOP OF MILITARY STEEL AROUND AMERICA AFTER THIS
: WAR WHICH WILL GUARANTEE PROTECTION FROM INVASION AND MAKE IT UN-
KECESSARY TO WAGE FUTURE WARS (F AGGRESSION, (Listen for further
discussions of my doctrine of the 'Hoop of Steel,!
8¢ I am recommitted to the seven basic principles of the Coamittes
of 1,000,000, o

9e A farm program based on the teachings of the Holy Bible. (To
be discussed in detail during the campeign.) -

10, - I shall fight without compromise for Laborts right to organize and
bargain collectively through leadership loyal to America and opposed
to all forms of Nazi-Communism,.

1le Less sugar for whiskey and more sugar for children.

12, Save the little businessman,

13, Protect the great tourist industry,.

14, tChrist First in America.?! .

%I do not propose to indulge in mud-eslinging attacks upon candldates seek-
ing the United States Senate, But if I am not killed by my enemies or

- Amprisoned by my political foes, this summer and fall shell see me deliver—
g the most fearless campaign speeches in the history of Michigan polit_‘.ica.

‘[az Gerald I, X. Smith

Ger Ls Ko th

Candidate for the nomination of
United States Senator on the

Republican ticket of Michigan®

K T T

' ' The stage was sst with SMITH!s usual emblem of the Committes
of 1,000,000, bearing a large American flag in the center of a clrcular de~
sign. The meeting was opened with the singing of "America.* There were between
five hundred and seven hundred and fifty persons present, packing the suditorium
almost to capacity. The first part of the meeting was devoted to the collection
and notarizing of petitions for SMITH's nominations SMITH then criticlsed the
Administrationts handling of the rubber situation and said that he was in earnest
when he promised there would be tires for everybody if he were elected to the
Senste end he said that it seemed probable that his campeign promise would be
carried out by his opponents even before he had a chance to be slected.

' He pointed out sn exclusive release by the ¥New York News,® dated
July 15, 1942, which predicted that a huge expose of the rubber situation was
due for release about two weeks hence and it would be revealed after conference
with the leading rubber manufacturers of the country; that there would be enough
rubber for all essential needs and even for pleasure driving as & result of the
scrap rubber collection drive and the processing of rubber out of domestic
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materials, After reading part of this article, SUTTH stated that if this
article is not true, the writer should be impriscned for seditiom, but if
it 1s true, and he ssid he had no reason to doubt its truth, there should
be at least one million New Dealers put in jail immediately.

SIITH then went on to discuss what he c¢alled, *The Bidle Plan
of Farming." He read from Genesis, the forty-first chapter, the forty-sixth
verse, which concerned the seven years of plenty and following seven years of
scarcity in Egypt. SMITH then explained that "The Bible FPlan®™ was to produce
plenty of food whenever it was possible so that the excess could be gtored
for consumption during years of scarcity, SMITH condemned the program of the
Agricultural Adjustment Administration as a violation of the doctrine of the
Bible and stated it was outright ain to destroy crops or to regulate farming
in such a way as to prevent the growth of crops which nature would permit.

He said that if it were not for such a limitation on production in past years,
and even at present, we would have plenty of sugar and all the other commo-
dities which we now find becoming scarce.

SMITH indicated that tires could be made from corn and whest,
but that was not being done because the "Rubber Trust®™ did not want it done.
He also said that Michigan, Colorado and California eould raise emough sugar
alone for every person in the United States.

SMITH promised to remedy this situation if he were elected to
the Senate, He said that if the bureancrats in KWashington remedied this sit-
uation bafore he was elected, he would ¢laim the credit for the remedy since
he scared them into action, ‘

Except for repeated attacks on "wire-whiskered Communists® and
®boondoggling bureaucrats,® UITH discussed little else except to read from

o 2 .

= =t 4 _ L. L _ [
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On July 23, 1942, the writer, accompenied by Special Agent [l
interviewed GERALD L. K. SMITH at his home, 1753 Seyburn imuei
ce

accordance with the matter entitled,
The informstion econ

vestlga' as been aprropriately reported under that: _L.,‘j

caption, However, SMITH gratuitously gave much information about himself., Ee

paid that his greatest enemies were the Communiste and that they were making
vicious sttempts to smear his character snd eventually to put him in the prison
cell which was vacated by EARL BROWDER. He also admitted that several Jewish
groups are hostile to him because they have been led to believe that SMITH is
anti-Jewish, SNITH denied this emphatically and said that it was merely part

of the smear campaign that was conspired by the Communists,

SIITH referred to an article in *The Amerdcan ll.ercum magazine,
Angust, 1942, issue, entitled, "Gerald Smith's Bid for Power," by WILLIAM BRAD-
FORD HUIE. SMITH explained that Mr. HUIE was the person who had given him

’
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advance information that there was a conspiraty under way to plant arms snd
ammunition in the homes of certain Detroit residents which were to be raided
by the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the residents were to claim that
they were followers of SMITH, KENRY FORD, CHARLES LINDBERGH and others. SMITH
appraised the article in "The pmerican Mercury* and said that he thought it
was a very fair analysis of his activities, He admitted that it was not
entirely complimentary, but he sald it, of ecourse, had to be that way because
HUIE was writing for "The American Mercury" magazine, which was owned by Jewish
interests that were anxious to defams SMITH. )

SMITH indicated that the facts contained in the article were
not completely accurates The principal inaccuracy which he pointed out was
the fact that he did not meet multi-millionpire HORACE DODGE in New York City
:;:tii:n the contrary, became acquainted with DODGE after he cams to Detroit,

c alle

SMITH next referred to the feature article of "Liberty® magasine
dated Angust 1, 1942, entitled, "Americans We Can Do Without,® by WALTER WIN-
CHELL, SMIT™H said that WINCHELL's article made him feel “pretty good,® because
he knows that WINCHELL is the most influential enemy he has and that nothing
worse could ever be written about him than WINCHELL wrote in "Liberty" magazine.
SYITH then reviewed the article by WINCHELL and stated that he did not think it
was 80 bad, The one fact in WINGHELL's article which S!ITH himself thought was
damaging was the reference to the fact that WILLIAM DUDLEY FELLEY affirmed that
GERALD L. K. SMITH was a mexber of his Silver Shirtl organization. SMITH ex~
plained that when he was working for Senator HUEY P. LONG of lLouisiana, PELLEY
wanted to extend his Silver Shirt organization into the State of Louisiana and
HUEY LONG appointed SMITH to investigate the character and activities of the Silw
Shirts. SMITH sald, accordingly, he joined PELLEY's Silver Shirts and maintained
that meabership for only a few weeks and at the end of that tims he discovered
that the Silver Shirt organization was not creditable and he wrote a letter to
WILLIAM DUDLEY PELLEY resigning from the organization and openly criticising it.
SMITH stated that he retained a copy of this letter and that if he should ever

e _mmcimnd Al badomw o mamlom a® dha OdTenw hiwk Ancantiratbion ha wald nendunas
NS BACCUDDU UL UDLNE B MENWCL Wl WU UAlTUL WALV Vi EGUL OO YAV HY T UWMAWM PR Taas

this letter to prove that he joined only temporarily to investigate whether the
organization should be allowed to exist in Loulsiana and, after a brief investi-

gation, he disclaimed all interest in it. -

Later in the conversation SMITH returned to WINCHELL's adcusation
based on SMITH's membership in PELLEY's Silver Shirts and SMITH said that he
regretted ever having joined the Silver Shirts. He described his jolning the
organization as the foolish act of & young msan who did something rash ard in-

Atabnd that ha wanld natr hawva Sana an 1atear lifg- .
Ui SwTU YUGWY LIV AVHLALAL MYY AMEFVW WFliw v mSm@iawwe ———— .

SMITH gave the writer a copy of the "imerican Mercury® nagaz:lng
and a copy of the "Liberty"® magasine to which he had been referring and these
jtems are being retained in the files of the Detroit Field Division,

-7 = '
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SMITH also gave the writer one copy of the April, May and
June, 19,2, issues of his magazine, entitled, "The Cross and the Flag." He
thunmbed through the pages just before doing so and made comments at random
about the articles contained therein, ¢learly referring to the magazine as
his own publication. One comment he made was that the Commmnists were viciously

attacking what was termed the "Cliveden set" and they included among the per=
sons in the "Cliveden set,® Director J. EDGAR HOOVER. SMITH said that the
Communists more recently, however, are exuding with patriotism since Russia
and the United States are both fighting the Nazis, He indicated that because
of this situation the Commmnists are attempting to use governmental agencies

to prosecute their own enemies. .

- SOTH informed that he understood that the Federal Burean of
Investigation was receiving numerous complaints sbout him and he believed that
they are all Communist-inspired. He recognized that it was the duty of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation to investigate such complaints and he had no
objection to the present investigation. He stated that he knew the writer was
investigating him and that he had given the writer samples of his literature
in order to facilitate the investigation, o '

SMITH suggested to the writer that he was having trouble with
the printer, who did not want to continue printing his magazine, SMITH sug-
gested that if the writer should find it necessary to interview his printer
at any time in the future, he should not do it in such a way as to scare the
printer and intimidate him so that he would be afraid to print the future
issues of "The Cross and The Flag.*

SMITH stated that he believed WALTER WINCHELL was in back of the
vicious conspiracy to accuse MITH as a Fascist., He indicated that his founda-
tion for this suspicion is that when SUITH first announced his candidacy for the
office of United States Senator Mr. ALDERMAN of the National Workera! league and
a very neat-appearing man with smooth black hair appeared at a Smith meeting
and presented a completely filled nominating petition. SMITH accepted the peti-
tion but, suspecting that some foul play was involved, never filed this petitiom.
SUITH explained that he knew the National Workers! league was a subversive group ¢
he did not want to become assoclated with it., He sald the following day and
every day thereafter the well-dressed man with the smooth black hair visited
his office and asked for “an assignment™ because he was very anxious to help
SUITH get the nominatica, . . :

That same week, according to SMITH, a mimeographed letter was
sent cut by the National Workera! lLeague which did not contain' the signature
of any responsible member urging all the members to work for the nomination
and election of GERALD SMITH. The next Sunday night WALTER WINCHELL 1n nls
weekly broadcast stated that the National Workers! League was endorsing GERALD

SYTTH for the United States Senate, o
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SNITH explajined that he suspected that this neatly dressed man
with the smooth black halr was working for WALTER WINCHELL in an attempt to
couple the National Workers' League with SMITH's campaign so that WINCHELL
would be able to point ocut that Fascist groups in Detroit were working together

against the Government.

: On July 28, 1942, GERALD L. K. SMITH telephonically contacted
the Detroit Field Division and asked to speak to Special Agent in Charge JOHN
S. BUGAS who was out of the office, SMITH then asked to apeak to the writer,
The following telﬂone eonveintion between SMITH and the writer was monitored b‘f

by Special Agent SMITH advised the writer that about a year
or so ago he was caes a Fasclist by Tige, Incorporated and by the March of
Time, Incorporated. He indicated that he sued the corporation for slander and
received a cash settlement, He indicated that more recently "Life™ magazine
has mb}iahed a feature photographic article entitled, "Voices of Defeat® and
has referred to SMI™ as one of the American defeatists along with other lead-
ing pre-war isolationists.

SMITH continued that the individual responsible for these smears

on him was one CLAIRE LUCE,

SITE indicated that the purpose of his telephone call was to
advise the Federal Bureau of Inveastigation that two reporters for "Life® maga-
gine, registered at the Statler Hotel, other whose name SMI
could not rec but believed to have "VAN" in it &' B ,
later advised that this other reporterts name was =5 .ol were attempt-
ing to make an appointment with him for the apparent purpose of interviewing
him about his own activities, SMITH stated that he suspected that this was Just
part of a vicious conspiracy to defame him and he wanted to go on record as
having given notice of the conspiracy to the Federal Buream of Investigation.

Y
b

SHITH also stated that as part of this smear campaign a woman,
whose name he did not know, frequently visited Radio Station WJR and inquired
as to how she could get in touch with GERALD L. K. SMITH, saylng that if she
could do so, she knows that SMITH would obtain a deferment for her son so that
he would not have to go into the army. SMITH indicated further that he also
wanted to go on record as stating that all such requests for deferment that
are made to him are referred to the War Department and he makes no attempt to
obtain deferments for his friends. SMITH said that he belleved this was also
part of the conspiracy calculated to show that SMITH is interfering with the

war sffort,

SMITH blamed all these smear campaigns on Communists and other
enemies of his and said that the Commnists feel very secure by reason of the
present situation and they have even started a smear campaign against EIMER
DAVIS, Head of the Office of War Information.

-9-
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further advised that SUTIH is con-

b3 LINDEERGH and has also atMt b/[o
. 2gto HENRY FORD. Through office, f

mhas obtained a tE; made out of synthetic rubber which Ee oxpec s to k’”
unveil when he makes a campaign speech at S .. llich - ’

19 ST also has been contacting . .
and has asked him to obtain §1,

A close friend of MITH,
America First Committee, advised SMITH that she was in C

convey lrhen she next saw him, SMITH answered that he
in three years and was not intimste with her, but

d get adequate support from her intimate friends,

' o Station WJR, Detroit, Michigan, copiss were ob~
tained of SMITH's radio addresses which were delivered at 7:15 P.M., on July
19, 1942, July 26, 1942, and August 2, 1942, which are as follows:

“GERALD L. X. SMITH
WJR, Detroit
Sunday, July 19, 1942

#Good Evening, Ladies and Gentlemen:
"My campaign for the United States Senate is not the ordinary political

camnaton. Tt 4 o amiendine fioht ta mrasarwa our imaricen wav of lifa
o e el a5 A e B WA A GAALlN, A AEALY W A WA e TW WA  JIere e GRe TiuEy W

in war and in peace.

"The enemies of America are my enemies, Those who hate America, the America
of Washington, Lincoln and Jefferson ~ will do anything - and when I say
anything, I mesn just that, They will do anything to keep this crusading
and fighting voico off the floor of the United States Senate,

"] have good news for my friends and bad news for my enemies, Tomorrow or
Tuesday morning I shall file my nomination petitions. Under a new law that
has Just been passed, it is very, very difficult for a candidate for the
United States Senate to get in his petitions. They must come from at
least 20 counties. Each petition must contain signatures from only one

é.it.y or only one tmmship. Sea,soned politicians admit that it has never

e esar alloadk am e thie raar,
been as difficult to get on the Primary ballot as it is this year,



